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INDEPENDENT REVIEWS 

Good show with “Your 1995 
Guide To Independent Wrestling” 
(Spring 1995)! With the WWF and 
Hulk Hogan’s WCW both at all- 
time lows, independent wrestling 
isn’t just an alternative to break 
the monotony, it’s the hottest 
action in the country! WWF and 
WCW arena shows are about as 
exciting as the wrestling you see 
on TV. At independent wrestling 
cards, you can get right in the 
wrestlers’ faces! They’ll get right 
back in yours, too! Plus, indepen- 
dent arenas are far more con- 
ducive to fans enjoying the action 
without needing binoculars. Need 
| mention the affordability of an 
independent ticket? 

Here in Vegas, we have recent- 
ly been graced by the emergence 
of the red-hot National Wrestling 
Conference (NWC), which is start- 


Sabu and Cactus Jack have headlined 
NWC cards in Las Vegas, and that pleas- 
es reader Harry Simon. He says watch- 
ing independent cards is more thrilling 
than anything the WWF or WCW does. 
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ing to draw sellout crowds. Do you 
think that the WWF with its "family 
entertainment" would sanction 
three cards headlined by Cactus 
Jack vs. Sabu? Hell, no! 

If you are fortunate enough to 
have an independent wrestling 
federation come into your area, | 
highly recommend supporting it! 
And if don't, move! Once you go 
"indy," you'll never go back! 

HARRY SIMON 
Las Vegas 


Thanks for the special indepen- 
dent wrestling issue. | would like 
to compliment the Channel 
America Network for showing sev- 
eral independent programs, 
including the NWA (from Dallas, 
Texas), ECW, and (my favorite 
independent) Smoky Mountain 
Wrestling. Without Channel 
America showing these great 
groups, wrestling fans in my area 
would be cut off from the old-fash- 
ioned, no-nonsense wrestling. 

Your independent issue also 
made me wonder why there are 
never any independent cards in 
my area. At least four promotions 
claim to hold cards in New York, 
but not one of them ever holds 
cards this far west. Except for the 
occasional WCW or WWF card, 
western New York State is the 
Bermuda Triangle of pro wrest- 
ling, because no one besides 
those two runs cards in the area. 
The Memorial Auditorium in down- 
town Buffalo may not be in quite 
the same class as Madison 
Square Garden, but the building 
does have a rich wrestling history. 
A lot of fans, both old and young, 
would love to see independent 


wrestling brought back into this 

area. 
CHRISTOPHER G. EBERLE 
South Buffalo, NY 


COUNTER SUPPORT 

Thank you for finally printing in 
the "Point/Counterpoint" column of 
your Spring 1995 issue what | 
have felt for years concerning 
Sherri Martel. She should not be 
treated like a lady! How many 
times in the past few years has 
Ms. Martel knocked an opponent 
senseless with her shoe or purse? 
How many times has Ms. Martel 
had a male wrestler on the ring 
apron and delivered elbowsmash- 
es onto his body while the refer- 
ee's back was turned? How many 
times has she introduced foreign 
objects into a match? Quite 
frankly, l've lost count. 

This is no ordinary woman that 
(Continued on page 6) 
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If Sherri Martel insists on attacking 
wrestlers like Sting when they are 
injured outside the ring, she should 


prepare to suffer the consequences, 
writes Louis Gagliano. 
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we're talking about. Remember, 
Ms. Martel is a former wrestler 
herself; she has won both the 
AWA and WWF Women's titles. 
She does have the ability to inflict 
some kind of damage. With all 
due respect to Dave Rosenbaum 
and his opinion, Sherri is more 
than "a fly on Hulk Hogan's nose." 
The bottom line is this: If 
women want to get physically 
involved in a match, they should 
run the same risks as their male 
counterparts. They should just 
take their punishment like anyone 
else who interferes in a match, 
LOUIS GAGLIANO 
Longmont, CO 


MEDICAL QUESTION 

Why is Brutus Beefcake still 
wrestling ("Medical Outrage: 
Brutus ‘The Butcher’ Is Not Fit To 
Wrestle!” Spring 1995)? It is easy 


Brutus Beefcake didn’t suffer any seri- 
ous injuries against Hulk Hogan, but, 
considering the condition of his face, 
there’s a good chance he will soon. 
Reader Alicia Taylor suggests he retire 
before that happens. 


to forget that Beefcake was in that 
parasailing accident in 1990, 
especially since so many 
wrestlers tend to fade from one 
federation, only to appear in 
another after a lengthy vacation. 
As a result, we often forget about 
what happened to them in the 
past. After paying thousands of 
dollars to get all of that recon- 
structive surgery done to his face, 
Beefcake shouldn't risk suffering 
the same injury again. He could 
be hurt much worse. 

Those doctors who gave him 
clearance to return to active 
wrestling should have their deci- 
sion reviewed by the licensing 
board. The wrestling ring is no 
place for a person who has suf- 
fered a life-threatening injury. 
Beefcake needs to take a cue 
from Rick Steamboat and quit 
while he is ahead and still alive. 

Now that Beefcake is “The Man 
With No Name,” or whatever he 
calls himself this month, he should 
just go one step further and 
become the “man who retired from 
wrestling because of medical 
problems." Life is nothing to fool 
around with. 

ALICIA TAYLOR 
Kitchener, Ontario 


SECRET PLAN 

Shawn Michaels must have 
had some devious plan up his 
sleeve if he was trying to sell his 
secrets about Diesel ("Secrets For 
Sale: Michaels Offers Diesel's 
WWF Belt To The Highest 
Bidder,” Spring 1995). Why would 
he sell them to someone else 
instead of using his vast knowl- 
edge to destroy Diesel himself? It 
is probably true that he knows 
Diesel’s weaknesses as well as 
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his strengths, but why sell what 
you can use yourself? 
| think that the self-proclaimed 
“Heartbreak Kid” is just too afraid 
to actually challenge “Big Daddy 
Cool" to a fair, one-on-one match. 
He is too worried about looking 
like a fool when Diesel tears him 
apart. After Diesel gets through 
with Shawn, he'll be known as the 
"Backbroken Kid." 
GENE STREMBA 
St. Louis 


ROTTEN SITUATION 
It's a "Rotten" shame that the 
Axl and lan Rotten have taken to 
beating each other instead of tag 
teams like The Pit Bulls, who 
deserve to have a "Rotten" day. 
This family feud is worse than any 
other sibling rivalry because these 
two brothers don't just wrestle 
each other, they beat each other 
into bloody, lifeless heaps. Their 
feud is one that should have never 
happened. They belong together 
breaking heads, not killing. each 
other! 
TYRA MEYERS 
Augusta, GA O 


lan and Ax! Rotten are continuing their 
bloody war in ECW. Reader Tyra Meyers 
would prefer to see these brothers as 
tag team partners. 
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IHE MOST EXCITING wrestling event 

| of 1995 was scheduled to occur on 

April 29 in North Korea. Appropriately, 

it was to be held at Mayday Stadium. April 29 

is Mayday for WWF and WCW tag teams. The 

weak of heart might want to bail out, leaving 
only the strong to survive. 

Never in my life did I think I'd be calling 

the company travel agent and asking her to 


Rick and Scott 
Steiner appear to be 
on their way back to 
WCW. That could be 
very bad news for a 
lot of the tag teams 
already there-teams 
that many people 
consider mediocre. 


with Bill Apter 


book a round-trip ticket to North Korea, but 
that’s what I did when it was announced that 
The Road Warriors and Rick and Scott Steiner 
would both be wrestling at the April 29 card, 
The return of the Warriors and the Steiners, 
the top two tag teams of the past two decades, 
will send a signal to every tag team in North 
America. Hawk, Animal, Rick, and Scott, are 
back, and gone are the days when teams like 
Harlem Heat and The Smokin’ Gunns can win 


-world tag team titles. 


Immediately after hearing about the card, I 
called Hawk in Japan and asked him if an 
assault on the WWF or WCW was in his plans. 

“We have no plans,” Hawk growled into the 
receiver. “The only thing on our minds is April 
29 and kicking some Japanese butt clear across 
North Korea.” 

Animal, whose back injury was the cause of 
the Warriors’ absence from the ring wars, 
erased any doubt about his physical fitness. 

“Pm fine,” he said. “I wouldn't be coming 
back if I wasn’t fine. Now The Legion of 
Doom is back, and let that be a warning to 
everyone." 

On the same card, Rick and Scott Steiner 
was to have made one of their infrequent 
appearances. Rick and Scott haven't wrestled 
together in North America for some time, but 
they're expected to arrive in WCW before the 
summer. The North Korea card should give us 
an indication about whether the Steiners are a 
little rusty or ready to take on the best in the 
world again. 

“Believe me, we're not rusty," Scott said. 
"We're as sharp as ever. We're wrestling who 
we want when we want. There was no way we 
were going to pass up this card. More than 
100,000 people. Think about that. It's going to 
be one of the greatest events of all-time, and 
we're gonna be a part of it." 
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The tag team activity in 
the Far East hasn’t gone 
unnoticed here in the 
Western Hemisphere, where 
many promoters are holding 
off on their long-term sched- 
uling until they are more cer- 
tain of the Warriors’ and 
Steiners’ plans. You might 
also see a thinning out of the 
tag team picture, as the pick- 
ings get a little slimmer and 
prospects for capturing a 
major title decrease. Over 
the past year, we’ve seen 
everybody and his brother 
forming makeshift tag 
teams, hoping to take advan- 
tage of the weak crop. No 
superstars have emerged. 
Now the superstars are get- 
ting ready to return. 

“There’s a lot of talking 
going on around here," said D 1 : 

a WCW fan favorite. “We 

already know the Steiners are coming back. If 
the Warriors come back, too, then you’re going 
to have a lopsided situation with two great tag 
teams and a lot of good and mediocre tag 
teams. Everybody is going to want to see the 
Steiners vs. the Warriors, and the other teams 
will take a backseat.” 

The scenario seems to be simple: If the 
Steiners and Warriors go to WCW, there will 
be an influx of teams to the WWE. If the 
Warriors decide to return to the WWF, then 
things should pretty much stay as they are, with 
a lot of little Davids trying to knock off the 
Goliaths. Another possibility was proposed by 
legendary broadcaster Gordon Solie. 

“The Warriors and Steiners have outstand- 
ing reputations, but that’s what’s going to make 
them easy targets for a few months,” he said. 
“They say they’re sharp, and but they can’t 
possibly be match sharp. The Steiners wrestle a 
light schedule and the Warriors haven’t wres- 
tled together for years. Some team, or possibly 
many teams, is going to make a name for itself 
by beating the Steiners or the Warriors.” 

But if the Warriors and Steiners return, 
happy days will be here again for only a short 


Summer/ 1995 


The Road Warriors 
are reuniting, and 
neither Hawk nor 
Animal is worried 
about being rusty. 
Look for tag team 
wrestling to get more 
exciting soon, espe- 
cially if the Steiners 
and Warriors wrestle 
each other. 


time. After that, these future Hall of Famers 
will return to dominance. 
xx 


Jerry Lawler says Bret Hart is a racist. 
Owen Hart called his brother selfish. It's open 
season on the two-time former WWF World 
champion, and the only ones defending him are 
his mother and father. 

“Tve never heard Bret say a bad word about 
anyone in his life, and I know he's not selfish," 
said Helen Hart. “Bret’s a very giving boy." 

Stu Hart agreed, calling Bret *a model 
citizen. We've always been proud of him." 

Lawler and Owen are obviously doing 
everything to get under Bret's skin and it 
seems to be working. “The Hitman” has 
been very irritable these days with reporters 
and fellow fan favorites. One WWE insider 
suggested there are two possibilities for Bret 
over the next few months: 

1. He reverts to wrestling as a rule- 
breaker. 

2. He takes an indefinite leave of absence 
from the WWF. 

There's only so much abuse a man can take. 
Bret Hart has taken enough. [13 


Sid Vicious 


HE DE-EVOLUTION OF Sid Vicious may be 
the most disappointing transformation I’ve ever 
witnessed; he ranks alongside Ralph 
Sampson, New Coke, and Bill Clinton as one the 
great busts of all-time. Vicious, to refresh your mem- 
ory, had been the most intimidating dude to sack and 
pillage since Genghis Khan. His stare was consid- 
ered a finishing maneuver. After his debut match, he 
shot to the top of my no-brainer Hall of Fame list. 
There was no way this man, with that body, and that 
kind of infatuation with violence, pain, and mayhem, 
would not become one of the greatest ever. It 
couldn’t not happen. It had to be. It was the lock of 
the century. 

The latest skinny on Vicious is that after he lost 
the USWA heavyweight belt to Jerry Lawler—you 
read that right—he joined forces with Lawler as a 
butt-kissing, fan-grinning crowd-pleaser in the 
USWA. | ask you this: Is there a worse fate than to 
be cheered by a crowd of people who love Jerry 
Lawler? 

| feel most bottoms are suspicious, and there’s 
always room to tumble a little further. In the case of 
Sid Vicious, l'd have to say he has hit rock bottom, 
like a slab of sedimentary rock from the center of the 
earth. A stint as Shawn Michaels' bodyguard won't 
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help him, either. It’s so bad it makes you pine for the 
days of Sid Justice. Now that's pretty bad. 

| was surprised by Ric Flair’s intervention at 
SuperBrawl V ... the same way I’m surprised each 
morning when | see the sun rising. For Flair to 
remain in the background is like asking the white to 
keep away from the rice. As long as Flair is breath- 
ing, he's a potential threat to everyone, including 
himself. The longer he “hangs around" the ring, the 
better the chance he will take a beating worse than 
any he took while on active duty. As a general rule, 
wrestlers don't like retired ex-champions meddling in 
their affairs. But also the better is the chance Flair 
will trade in his suits for tights and wrestle again. 
Either way, it's nice to have him to kick around. 
Retired or not, even on his worst day, he's still one of 
the 10 best wrestlers in the world. 

The most startling aspect of Eddie Gilbert's death 
was his age. Gilbert had been around forever, or so it 
seemed, yet he was only 33 when his body was dis- 
covered in his residence in Puerto Rico. 

It's unfortunate Gilbert will be best-remembered 


Eddie Gilbert 
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for brief unions with Missy Hyatt and Alundra 
Blayze. “I’m a ladies man and a wrestler, and some- 
times | forget which I’m better at,” he once joked. But 
Gilbert was also a fire-and-brimstone throwback to 
his father, Tommy’s, era. Eddie Gilbert was a 
wrestler who never left anything in the ring. His epi- 
taph should read something like “Who knows what 
might have been?” Gilbert’s death will be greatly 
mourned among the rulebreaking set, but even his 
fiercest rivals hated to seé him go. 

“Eddie was an opponent and a man who com- 
manded respect,” said Terry Funk. “I loved wrestling 
against him, and | loved watching him wrestle. He 
will be sorely missed." 

Ditto. 

From the Dreamscape Dept.: Johnny B. Badd 
says he wants to win the WCW World title so he can 
use it as a vehicle to lure Mike Tyson into a winner- 
takes-all boxing match. Unfortunately, Johnny 
couldn't even make the pay-per-view cut at 
SuperBrawl V. He was thrashed by Arn Anderson in 
a pre-pay-per-view bout that was shown live on TBS 
on WCW Main Event. Keep dreamin', Johnny. 

Add SuperBrawl: The best match was Blacktop 
Bully's pinfall victory over Dustin Rhodes. Though 
PWI Weekly and every oddsmaker from London to 
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Vegas picked Dustin to prevail, it was Bully who 
dominated the match. Dustin is a mediocre, mid-level 
grappler who is no in danger of elevating his status. 
We can live with that. 

Glad to see Dick Murdoch, having survived a 
long partnership with Dusty Rhodes early in his 
career, is still able to raise hell in a major way. 
Murdoch, who has been accompanying Mr. Bob 
Backlund to the ring for a few of his matches, may 
be just what Bobby needs to regain the WWF World 
title. 

With a recent wishbone, | wished Avalanche 
would put Sting out of his misery, and therefore end 
the misery | must endure while watching the Mascara 
Kid bounce around rings. 

Diesel is quietly becoming the money wrestler of 
the decade. His dismantling of a very confident 
Intercontinental champion Jeff Jarrett left fans stum- 
bling for superlatives. Then again, most fans are 
always stumbling for something—usually it's their 
cars after a night of triple double-beers. 

Till next time, remember an old Kurdish proverb: 
It's better to be a man for one day than a woman for 
10. And this means you. 

[Editor's note: We hope Eddie's not speaking from 
experience, but until next time, we'll remind you, the 
readers, that, as always, the views expressed in this 
space are those of Ellner alone, and do not neces- 
sarily reflect those of anyone else on the staff of this 
magazine.] m 


RIC FLAIR 


There’s a scene in the movie The Right Stuff in which astronaut Gus Grissom is asked to 


name the greatest pilot in the world. “The best pilot in the world?” Grissom asks, pausing for 


effect and smiling. “You’re looking at him.” 
Confidence and cockiness can be blessings or curses to athletes and astronauts, but 
there’s no doubt if Ric Flair or Shawn Michaels were asked to name the world’s best 
wrestler, they'd both say, "You're looking at him.” 

Confident, skilled, athletic, and possessing great stamina. That's Ric Flair, the 10-time 
world champion who retired last fall but hints at a comeback. And that's Shawn Michaels, 
who has never won a world title, but seems to be on the verge of doing it. 

Flair and Michaels. Michaels and Flair. How similar can two men be? 
Flair, standing 6'1" and weighing 243 pounds, surrounds himself with women, walks with 

a cocky strut, and backs his talk with action in the ring. Many experts feel he is the greatest 

scientific wrestler of all-time; he has won more than his share of marathon matches. 

Michaels, standing 6' and weighing 234 pounds, surrounds himself with women, walks 
with a cocky strut, and backs his talk with action in the ring. He is an outstanding scientific 

wrestler with great stamina. 
And he has been likened to a young Ric Flair. 

It's always fascinating when old and new eras cross. There's a wonderful scene near the 
end of the movie The Natural in which an aging Roy Hobbs steps up to the plate in the ninth 
inning to face a young, fireballing country boy. Hobbs looks up and sees himself. 

Unfortunately, Flair and Michaels have never met in the ring and probably never will. 
That was all the more reason to bring them together in the pages of WRESTLE AMERICA ... 
"Head To Head.” 
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JERRY LAWLER 


Congratulations to Weesn America for having the brains 
to come to the only person in the world who has kicked Ric 
Flair's butt and been a dose personal friend of Shawn 
Michaels. All of you who are reading this can turn the page 
after I'm done, because what you are about to read is the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth about 
Shawn Michaels and Ric Flair. 

Anybody who knows anything about wrestling knows 
that this sport goes in eras, and Jerry “The King” Lawler has 
lasted through several eras without ever slowing down. 
Unfortunately for Flair, he was part of one era, and that 
one has passed him by. Now we are info another during 
which Shawn Michaels will flourish. Shawn Michaels would 
beat Ric Flair in his prime, anytime. 

| say that because if you agree that Shawn is a modern 
version of Ric Flair, then you must agree that wrestling, like 
most everything else, is better now than it was in the past. 
Shawn Michaels is like Ric Flair without all the rough edges, 
and the best part of it all is that Shawn Michaels never 
cheats. 

Sure, they talk alike and act alike, and they're great 
scientific stars with great stamina, but Shawn has something 
Flair never had: power. When has Flair used a piledriver or 
pounded someone into the mat? They both won Royal 
Rumbles, but Shawn combined power and skill when he 
won; Hair just lasted. 

I'd look forward to a match between Shawn and Flair 
because you'd see more styling and profiling then you've 
ever seen in any match, but that’s just what l'm getting at. 
Flair has a lot of style, but he's like one of those props in the 
old movies, you know, with nothing behind them. Shawn is 
rock solid, and that’s why he’s a future WWF World champi- 
on. He's a champion who will last. 

Jerry Lawler, one of wrestling’s true living leg- 
ends, is a top contender to the USWA heavyweight 
title and a commentator /wrestler in the WWF. 
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RICK MORTON 
Basically, my only connection with Shawn Michaels is 
the couple of tag team matches we had in the CWA back 
in ‘88. | have a lot more experience with Flair. l've wres- 
tled him several times, and | spent a good part of my 
career in the same federation with him. 

You're right when you say Michaels and Flair are 
similar, and not just in looks and the way they're built. 
Their styles are extremely similar, but what strikes me 
the most is their attitudes. Close your eyes and listen to 
Michaels on interviews, and you could just as easily be lis- 
tening to Flair. It’s amazing. Michaels walks with that 
swagger, just like Flair always has, and he thinks the 
world revolves around him. That always bothered me 
about Flair. 

You can’t say the same thing about Michaels. He was 
a great tag team wrestler—although The Rockers has 
their chance at the The Rock "n' Roll Express and couldn't 
beat us without outside help—and he seems to be able 
to put his personal goals aside for the good of the team. 

But that has nothing to do with singles wrestling. 
Yes, Michaels has a lot of moves and talent, but | don't 
think he's seasoned enough in singles wrestling 1o give 
Flair a run for his money. To be honest with you, that 
was my problem, too. | got my chances at Flair, but it 
was always one chance here, once chance there, and 
always while | was concentrating on my tag team duties, 

That's why ld have to say Flair would handle 
Michaels rather easily. You're talking about two people 
with the same styles and skills, but they've gone to dif- 
ferent schools. Sure, Michaels has proven his stamina, but 
Flair is a 10-time former world heavyweight champion. 
He'd find a way to win. 

Rick Morton, one of the greatest tag team 
wrestlers of this generation, shares the Smoky 
Mountain tag team title with partner Robert 
Gibson. 
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VERNE GAGNE 


I've taken a great interest in the careers of both of 
these young men, because they're not only fascinating 
personalities, they're outstanding wrestlers, true credits to 
the game. | realize that kickers and brawlers have their 
place in the squared circle, but the true beauty of 
wrestling comes out when men like Shawn Michaels and 
Ric Flair are wrestling at their very best. 

Flair had a fine career; there haven't been many 
men who combined athleticism, stamina, and intelligence 
the way he did, and he did it with style. But now we have 
Michaels, who has worked his way up the ladder and is 
now ready to make a big splash in this sport. Michaels is 
tough, smart, skilled, and has terrific stamina, as he 
exhibited at the 1995 Royal Rumble. 

Michaels and Flair are traditional wrestlers in every 
sense of the world, and a match between them would 
really be a great treat for everyone. 

The only potential problem | see is that when you 
have a match between two skilled competitors, they often 
try to show off or do too much. There's a danger there 
that Michaels and Flair would concentrate on their audi- 
ence rather than each other. Wrestlers run into trouble 
when they try to do too much in the ring. The key is to 
settle on a game plan and stick with it 

That's why | think Flair would win a match against 
Michaels. He has more experience in big matches. He has 
learned how to win, while Michaels is really still at the 
very beginning of what has already been an outstanding 
career. 

It wouldn't end with a figure-four leglock. Michaels 
would make a mistake, which Flair would take advantage 
of and get a pinfall. Simplicity is beauty in wrestling. Flair, 
who can be so flamboyant, knows that as well as anyone, 

Verne Gagne won the AWA World title a 
record 11 times. He is considered one of the 
greatest scientific wrestlers of all-time. 


SHERRI MARTEL | 


What a joke! The only reason | agreed to do this was 
to set the record straight with you fools. Comparing Shawn 
Michaels to “Slick” Ric is like comparing a man who wears 
Aqua Velva to a man who wears Hermes. There's just no 
comparison. Give me the Hermes man every time, 

For you rednecks who don't know the difference 
between Aqua Velva and Hermes, let me say this: Shawn 
Michaels is a boy; Ric Flair is a man. | was foolish when | 
fell for Shawn, and | didn’t know what a real man could 
offer. Then | met Ric. He has always been the greatest 
wrestler of all-time. You know how they called Shawn the 
“Boy Toy"? Well, that's all he was: a tinker toy. 

| could just see it now. Ric walks down the aisle, 
draped in one of those beautiful, colorful, glittering robes; 
he's accompanied by only one beautiful woman: me. He 
steps into the ring, | take off his robe, and he looks Shawn 
straight in the eye, Right then and there, Shawn knows 
he's a beaten man. 

But Ric takes his time, like he always does. He does it 
with style and lets Shawn think he's in the match. Maybe 
Shawn gets in a few shots, but Ric's just controlling the 
pace, controlling the ring like he always does—command- 
ing the ring like an all-time great. Just thinking about it 
gets me excited. 

Ric wouldn't go for the big finish. Too obvious. He'd 
reverse one of Shawn's moves ... or grab him when 
Shawn tries one of those lame savate kicks and turn it into 
a figure-four leglock. Did | ever tell you how much | adore 
that hold? 

And that would be the end of Shawn and the ridiculous 
comparisons. Never again would anybody call Shawn 
Michaels the young Ric Flair. Shawn Michaels is Shawn 
Michaels. There's only one Ric Flair, and that's the original. 

Sherri Martel, now the manager of Harlem 
Heat, managed Shawn Michaels in the WWF 
and Ric Flair in WCW. 
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RIC FLAIR SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO 
RETURN AS A FULL-TIME WRESTLER 


By Dave Lenker 


isn't the same without him. Sorry, Shawn 

Michaels and Hulk Hogan, but neither one of 
you (nor anyone else) can match the total 
package of skills, charisma, and attitude that 
the "Nature Boy" brought with him to the ring in 
every single one of his matches. Whoooooo! 

As | write this, | am well-aware that Flair was 
slated to wrestle Antonio Inoki in North Korea in 
April and maybe even compete in Fukuoka, 
Japan, in early-May. That's not enough for me. | 
want him back full-time. | want him in WCW ... in 
wrestling trunks ... where he belongs. 

| see him standing in Vader's corner now, 
dressed in one of his many expensive suits, smil- 
ing like he's having the time of his life. | see him 
screaming at Hogan in interview after interview; 
no one can psych out an opponent like the 
"Nature Boy," and he's only a manager right 
now, But he's just itching to get back in the ring 
again. You can see it in his eyes. Why else would 
he have interfered in the Hogan-Vader 
SuperBrawl V bout? Why else would he have 
opted to wrestle overseas? 

It pains me to watch Flair managing when | 
know he has at least a few good years of 
wrestling left in his body. And | emphasize the 
words at least. 

Yeah, | know he signed the contract for the 
retirement match at Halloween Havoc, but he 
was so obsessed with Hogan at the time that he 
would have agreed to practically any stipula- 
tion to get a chance at the "Hulkster" inside a 
steel cage. He wasn't thinking rationally. He 
made a mistake, and he paid dearly for it. Let's 
show some compassion and let him stop paying. 
If we don't, we're not only punishing him, we're 
punishing ourselves. We're depriving everyone 


|: MIND saying it: | miss Ric Flair. The sport 
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of a chance to see one of the greatest wrestlers 
of all-time for a little while longer. 

Believe me, if we keep Flair out of the ring, 
we'll look back one day and regret it. 

Dave Lenker is the managing editor of WRESTLE 
AMERICA. 


but wrestling is suffering without him. Lenker doesn’t think 
the “Nature Boy” should pay such a high price for agreeing to 
that match with Hogan. 
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There are two sides to every story, and nowhere is that more true than in 


rofessional wrestling. Every issue, two of the world's most respected mat 
P p 


journalists will debate an important issue concerning the sport, facing off for an 


exchange of ideas, leaving the final decision up to YOU! 


COUNTERPOINT: 


RIC FLAIR SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO 
RETURN AS A FULL-TIME WRESTLER 


By Brandi Mankiewicz 


Hulk Hogan at Halloween Havoc ‘94, Case 

closed, This debate should end right there. 
The stipulation in the contract clearly stated that 
the loser could no longer wrestle. Is that so hard 
to understand? Both men knew the conse- 
quences. 

The “Nature Boy” knew on that night; that “to 
be the man, he had to beat the man,” to bor- 
row his own favorite catch-phrase. On that 
night, Flair wasn't the man. Hogan was. He still is. 

Now Flair is finding out that an early retire- 
ment isn't always fun. We all knew that he would 
go through "wrestling withdrawals" for a while 
after Halloween Havoc, but we also know that 
he would get over that. Life goes on, Ric. Find 
something else to do. 

True, Flair didn't go out with the pomp and 
circumstance that many feel he deserved. 
Instead, he quietly bowed out as just another 
victim of Hogan's legdrop. A bitter ending to a 
legendary career, indeed. 

But if Flair comes back full-time, he'll no longer 
be a legend in my book. | used to respect him 
as a man of his word, and his return to the 
squared circle would only reveal that, for all this 
time, his word didn't mean a thing. If he returns, 
he'll become just another wrestler who didn't 
know when to call it a career. | thought he was 
better than that. 

No one wants to see Flair living out his last few 
years of his career rotting away on some small 
independent card, beating up another old 
washed-up has-been, Let him manage all he 
wants, let him do some broadcasting ... any- 
thing but wrestle. For once, I'd like to see a 
wrestler who drops a “loser-musi-retire” match 
actually retire ... for good. 


[2 FLAIR LOST a "loser-must-retire" match to 


Summer/ 1995 


Ric Flair should take the hint from his long-time 
rival, Rick Steamboat, whose career also ended 
abruptly, because of an injury. Go out with the 
dignity and respect you rightfully deserve, 
"Nature Boy." Don't try to worm your way back, 

Brandi Mankiewicz is the associate editor of 
WRESTLE AMERICA. 


Hogan beat Flair fairly in the retirement match, writes Brandi 
Mankiewicz. She wouldn't mind seeing him managing or 
broadcasting, but hopes he will live up to his word and stay 
out of the ring. 
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. WORLD TITLE For period ending March 9, 1995. 
ου. ο “η. 

1. Hulk Hogan + $3. 4 Continues to amaze 

2. Big Van Vader - 2à — 7l Power bomb losing power? 

3. Arn Anderson = Vek Parker's top gun 

4. Johnny B. Badd 9n E3 Has Arn "boxed" in 

5. Sting - h 2 Give him a title shot! 

6. Randy Savage + 1 6 On Hulk’s good side 

7. Blacktop Bully + ee «7 One tough trucker 

8. Dustin Rhodes = US Keeps getting “bullied” 

9. Avalanche - μα Big man, big problems 
10. Kevin Sullivan + greci Gave Brutus the boot 
„WORLD TAG TEAM |... ve pe eR * 
RANKING M Cl 12-1 THE SKINNY 

1. Harlem Heat - fol Cooling off? 

2. Nasty Boys E 9 ] Are they nasty enough? 

3. Savage/Sting + — A dream team 

4. Bagwell/Patriot £ Ὁ Fringe contenders 

5. Orndorff/Roma - tud Their time has passed 

ΠΕ... m canis A eee ος σα 

RANKING M Cl 12-1 THE SKINNY 

1. Big Van Vader + ] | — He wants the World 

2. Hacksaw Duggan - 3 ] Struggling patriot 

3. Alex Wright + ] 3 Wonderful “Wunderkind” 

4. Brian Pillman = ] 3 "California" Brian now? 

5. Steve Austin - ] |  lIsthe knee really okay? 


*6$990909090900209299990* $999090909900000290900000000000090000€ 


M=momentum; Cl=consecutive issues in ratings; 12-1-12-issue high 


Avalanche 


Arn Anderson 


Brian Pillman 


RANDY 
SAVAGE 


“Macho Man’ Randy 


Savage has been on a hot 
streak since entering WCW 
.. to say the very least. In 
fact, as of press time, Savage 
was undefeated in the federa- 
tion, and there seems to be 
no stopping him. He deserves 


a lot of credit for his streak, 
especially since he had spent 
much of the past few years 
behind a microphone as a 
color commentator in the 
WWE. 

His first match back was 
against TV champion Arn 
Anderson, whom he cleanly 
defeated in the center of the 
ring. Fortunately for Ander- 
son, he retained the belt 
because Savage pinned him 
after the 15-minute mark in 
the match; the belt was only 
up for grabs for 15 minutes. 

More recently, the “Macho 
Man” has been teaming with 
both Sting and Hulk Hogan 
and destroying Avalanche, 
Big Bubba Rogers, Kevin 
Sullivan, and any other rule- 
breakers who get in his path. 
Will we soon see a Savage- 
Hogan match? We sure 
hope so, because Savage 
deserves a shot at the World 
title! 
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Ric Flair lent Big Van Vader a hand 
against Hulk Hogan at SuperBrawl 
and is now accompanying him to the 
ring for his matches. Neither man is 
ready to make this alliance perma- 
nent, however. 


IC FLAIR AND Big Van Vader are never 
going to be close friends. Flair probably will 
never invite Vader over for dinner at his 

house. They are, however, willing to form an 

alliance, one so powerful that Hulk Hogan’s WCW 

World title reign may soon come to a violent end. 

After the “Nature Boy” interfered on Vader’s 
behalf during the Vader-Hogan showdown at 

SuperBrawl V in February, speculation intensified 

that Flair, who is still officially retired, had signed on : Big Bubba Rogers has been team- 

Bs Vader's füll-iimo Bdviser. id d x» ing with Avalanche-but not having 


z i — much success-against Sting and 
Flair quickly shot down the rumor, but added Randy Savage. In time. he says, he 


that that should be no comfort to the "Hulkster." ; and Avalanche may look for shots 


*| consider Hulk Hogan an illegitimate champi- Bt She WEN World tag team ttle, 
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The Great Muta wasn’t at ringside at 
SuperBrawl V just because he wanted to 
watch the matches. He is negotiating to 
return to WCW, where he might want to 
settle an old feud or two. 


on,” Flair asserted. “He possesses temporarily what | 
have fought for throughout my entire career. | will 
take that WCW World title away from him by any 
means necessary, even it if means hooking up with 
Vader. 

“It’s no secret | care little for Vader,” Flair contin- 
ued. “I’m sure he isn’t crazy about me, either. We 
had our wars. But we know what's in our best inter- 
ests. Hogan had better be prepared for the end. | 
don't see any way he can escape this time!” 

Vader said he isn't allying with Flair to help Flair, 
only to help himself. 

“Flair is a smart man,” he barked. "He's smart 
enough to know | want that World belt as much as he 
does, maybe more. If Flair somehow comes out of 
retirement and wins the belt, I'll be happy for him, but 
l'll be the first in line for a shot at him, too! Don’t let 
there be doubt about that." 

For now, however, Flair and Vader are united 
solidly in their bid to bring down Hogan, and that has 
“Hulkamaniacs” everywhere concerned. The champi- 
on has a message for his friends: Don't worry! 

"Brother, for the past 11 years, all l've faced are 
challenges," he said. "Not a day passes where some- 
body doesn't swear to end my career. Well, brother, 
[πῃ still standing, and I’m gonna stand up to Flair and 
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Vader and whoever else they throw at me. 
‘Hulkamania’ still rules!” 

Hogan’s other major foes at the moment, the 
Faces of Fear, became more fearsome when they 
found a friend in Big Bubba Rogers. The man they 
used to call The Guardian Angel has been teaming 
with Avalanche, and despite the duo’s recent set- 
backs in matches against Sting and Randy Savage, 
Rogers said he has no doubt he made the right deci- 
sion. 

“| was supposed to be enforcing the law,” he spat. 
“But nobody was showing me any respect. Seems 
the only way | was gonna get respect was to do what 
| did. Now the name Big Bubba Rogers means 
something in this sport again! First step is for me and 
Avalanche to get our hands on those tag team belts. 
Harlem Heat doesn't look so tough to us, either!” 

Booker T and Stevie Ray’s manager, Sherri 
Martel, countered that her men have proven them- 
selves to be worthy champions. 

“Rogers can cry and scream all he wants,” she 
scoffed. “So can The Nasty Boys. But the bottom line 


2 ----- ~ 


After spending several months 
rehabilitating an injured knee, 
Steve Austin has returned. His 
goal is to regain the U.S. title; he 
is appalled that Hacksaw Duggan 
is still getting title shots. 


Paul Roma considers himself 
the prettiest man in WCW. 
Maybe he ought to spend more 
time working on his wrestling 
skills than his appearance, 
though. He isn’t faring well in a 
feud with Alex Wright. 


ide 


is that Booker and Stevie have the belts. All they do is 
win. What else matters?” 

What matters, said Nasty Boy Brian Knobs, that if 
Martel doesn’t stop interfering in their matches with 
Harlem Heat, she'll be in major trouble. 

"That chick keeps pushing us and pushing us," he 
roared. "We're really starting to get tired of it. If she 
keeps it up one day longer, she's gonna find out why 
we're called The Nasty Boys!" Actually, she already 
has. The Nastys have made her pay for her interfer- 
ence several times by shoving her face into one of 
their arm pits. 

One man who is definitely not part of the Faces of 
Fear anymore is Brutus Beefcake. "The Butcher" had 
a falling-out with Kevin Sullivan and Avalanche at a 
TV taping in Florida and is now calling himself “The 
Man With No Name." He's having trouble finding 
allies. : 

Kevin Sullivan continues to feud with his brother, 
Dave, as well. Dave recently made the mistake of try- 
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ing to stop Vader from beating up a preliminary 
wrestler in Atlanta. Flair and Vader gave him a 
tremendous beating, and Bobby Heenan, of all 
people, had to pull the two men off Dave. 

The Great Muta’s surprise appearance at 
ringside at SuperBrawl had fans buzzing that 
the exciting high-flyer was soon to return to 
WCW, and those close to the Japanese star say 
he is negotiating for a series of matches in the 
federation. 

“There is a lot of what you might call unfin- 
ished business here for Muta,” offered one 
adviser. “He was extremely successful, but he 
was not satisfied when he left the last time. He 
feels his feud with Sting is not over. Also, he 
wants to prove he is the greatest aerial wrestler 
WCW has ever seen. We promise you there will 
be much excitement when he returns.” 

“Stunning” Steve Austin is back in WCW, 
and there is no doubt about what he wants: the 
U.S. title, which is currently held by Big Van 
Vader. 

“It makes me sick to my stomach to watch a 
guy like Hacksaw Duggan get shots at Vader,” 
said Austin, who was out for several months 
with ligament damage to his left knee. “Duggan 
doesn’t have one one-hundredth of my talent. 
All he has is a moldy hunk of wood. Now it's 
time for him to stand aside and let a true 
wrestler show how it's done!” 

Tim Horner has returned to WCW, and he’s team- 
ing regularly with his old partner Brad Armstrong ... 
Sources report that federation newcomer Sgt. Craig 
Pittman is considering an offer to join Col. Rob 
Parker’s Stud Stable ... El Gigante, who created 
such a sensation when he arrived in WCW several 
years ago, says he plans to return to the U.S. soon. 
Could be in WCW, too. 

There's an interesting feud brewing between Paul 
Roma and Alex Wright, and Roma warns that 
nobody better call this a battle of the heartthrobs. 

"Forget all that pretty-boy crap!" he thundered. “I’m 
out for blood! Wright pinned me at SuperBrawl, but 
that isn't the end of it—it's just the beginning! I'm 
making it my personal mission to send that little punk 
back to Germany, lederhosen and all!" 

"What is Roma all excited about?" Wright calmly 
wondered. "He's acting like a little girl. He should just 
accept that | beat him and will do so again. | am the 
‘Wunderkind!” O 
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-VADER 


HE FEUD BETWEEN WCW 

World champion Hulk Hogan 

and three-time former champion 
Big Van Vader started at Starrcade '94, 
when Vader broke down a dressing room 
door and confronted Hogan; it threatens 
to stretch late into 1995 and perhaps 
beyond. Don't be surprised if Hogan vs. 
Vader inside a steel cage is the main 
event at Starrcade '95. By that time, the 
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feud will be exactly one-year-old. 

So far, we have seen Hogan get up 
from Vader's power bomb, Hogan 
beat Vader by disqualification at 
SuperBrawl V, and Hogan and Vader 
splitting several subsequent matches, 
most of which have ended in countouts 
and disqualifications. 

That's fine for now, but neither 
man will let the other get away until 


the feud is settled once and for all. It's 
undoubtedly wrestling's hottest war of 
1995 and already the leading candi- 
date for Feud of the Year. 

In this special report, the editors and 
writers of WRESTLE AMERICA present 
their unique views on this violent feud — 
who has the edge, who will win, and 
how. There's a rainbow of opinions, 
and each makes sense in its own way. 
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Photos by Bill Apter 


BILL APTER, Senior Editor: “Hogan 
had Vader beaten the second he got up 
from that power bomb at Clash of the 
Champions XXX. It was as if Hogan had 
taken away Vader's secret weapon and 
left him defenseless. | think up until that 
point, Hogan was genuinely afraid of 
Vader and didn't want to wrestle him under 
any conditions. When Hogan got Up from 
that power bomb, he realized he could 

deal with anything Vader threw at him. The 
psychological effect on both men was 
unbelievable. Vader realized he had met 
his match and called on Ric Flair for help. | 
have no doubt Hogan would have won the 
match at SuperBrawl V by pinfall if Flair 
didn't interfere. Vader had already thrown 
everything he had at Hogan. As for their 
matches since then, Hogan has held up 
very well. Basically, Vader's just holding 
on right now. Hogan has him just where he 
wants him, and before long, the WCW 
World champion will be moving on to his 


next challenger." 


EDDIE ELLNER, Senior 
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Writer: “It 
put so much 
Y significant 
cture. Sure, 
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it's not going to 
gan. He's older, 
ms, and he's not 
ader is. This is a 
nce, and | know 


DAVE LENKER, Managing Editor: "Vader's going to win this feud 
because Hogan isn't smart enough to know when to stop, which should 
have been after SuperBrawl V. Vader has lulled Hogan into a false 
sense of security. Hogan thinks he's invincible and feels there's no way 
Vader can hurt him, but | don't think we've seen the best of Vader yet. 
The best is yet to come; that's bad news for Hogan. Real bad news." 
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MATT BROCK, Contributing 
Editor: “About 20 years ago, the great 
Lou Thesz said to me, ‘Matt, the hard- 
est thing in this Sport is being a cham- 
pion. The easiest thing is being a chal- 
lenger, That might not sound right, but 
that’s just the Way it is. Challengers 
get a chance to rest. Nothing's expect- 
ed of them. But if you're a champion, 
you have to be on top of your game 
every day of the week.’ Thesz knew 
what he was talking about because 
he'd been both challenger and cham- 
pion—mostly champion—and he sure 
as heck knew Something about pres- 
Sure. Hogan knows a lot about pres- 
sure, and he’s finding out a lot about 
Vader, but it looks to me like Hogan’s 

gaining confidence in himself while 
Vader's losing it. Sorry, Lou, but the 
pressure has shifted. Looks to me like 
Hogan's having a good time and 
Vader's laboring. And it’s no pretty 


Sight to see a 450-pound man in 
labor." 


DUSTIN RHODES vs. BLACKTOP BULLY: Dustin may 
not be as good a brawler as Blacktop Bully, but 
he’s a better technical wrestler. Bully had a tough 
time fighting his way out of “The Natural’s” wrist- 
lock (left) and his hammerlock (below). 


Bully figured he'd impress his manager, Col. Robert Parker, 
by executing a vertical suplex on Rhodes (below). It looked, 
however, like a suplex Dustin used made more of an 
impression on the Colonel (right). 


τ] 
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STING VS. AVALANCHE: Even a 503-pound mountain of a man like 
Avalanche was feeling some pain after Sting connected with a drop- 
kick (below). He felt even more agony after Sting kneed him in the 
stomach (right). 


If a bodyslam isn’t enough to keep the big man down (left), then can you blame the 
“Stinger” for grabbing a steel chair and swinging it at Avalanche’s head (above)? 
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PAUL ROMA vs. ALEX WRIGHT: Paul Roma doesn’t care 
for “Das Wunderkind’s” prematch dance routine in 
the least. He let him know by driving him to the mat 
with a powerslam. 


duced Dallas’ face te a turnbuckle (above). 
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ARN ANDERSON vs. BRIAN PILLMAN: “The Enforcer” was foolish if he believed 


“Flyin” Brian would submit to an abdominal stretch (right). Pillman responded 
with the kind of moves that earned him his nickname (above). 


HACKSAW DUGGAN vs. BUNKHOUSE BUCK: The popular patriot looked a bit 
worried when Buck whipped him into the ropes (right). That didn’t last, and 
Duggan was shouting enthusiastically when he scooped up Bunkhouse for a 
bodyslam (above). 
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Brutal Harlem Night: 
HOW TO 
CHEAT THE HEAT 


Out-wrestling 
Harlem Heat is 
one way of 
beating them. 
Out-cheating 
Them is 
another, as 
Brad 
Armstrong and 
The Patriot 
discovered 


Most Harlem Heat matches — Martel causes a dis- 
traction (above), allowing her men to douhle-team their foes. This 
match ended when Patriot distracte the ref so Brad Armstrong 
could enter the ring illegally and suplex Stevie Ray (below). 
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Ray had Patriot in trouble 
match, but it didn’t matter 
in the end. Patriot and 
Armstrong had a devious 
plan, and they executed it 
to perfection. 


By Dave Rosenbaum 
F BOOKER T and Stevie — 
|: they wrote the book on 
cheating, they obviously didn't real- 
ize that the book had gone through 
" several printings and had been dis- 
=. tributed to just about every wrestler in 

the world. 

If the truth must be known, Harlem 
Heat and Sherri Martel didn't write the 
book on cheating. It just seems that 
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way when this threesome steps into 
the ring. But there’s nothing new 
about their methods. 

"My father always used to give me 
tips about sports, and | remember 
every one of them," said Brad 
Armstrong, whose dad is, of course, 
Smoky Mountain Commissioner and 
part-time wrestler Bob Armstrong. "In 
baseball, keep your eye on the ball. 
In basketball, shoot over the front of 
the rim. And in football, it was always 
keep your head up and your shoul- 
ders down. 

"Once in a while, when my mother 
wasn't listening, he'd say to me, ‘The 
best way to beat somebody is to 
beat 'em at their own game." 

Or ... if you can't beat 'em, join 
em. 

In this case, Armstrong and The 
Patriot joined Harlem Heat at their 
own game: cheating. These ghetto 
blasters and Sister Sherri thought 
they had a patent on cheating—tag 
team style—until the temporarily 
formed tag team of Armstrong and 
Patriot offered their new philosophy 
on wrestling. 

"Two can play this game," The 
Patriot said. “In a perfect world, me 
and Brad, or me and Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell would get into 
that ring, out-wrestle Harlem Heat, 
and win every time. But this isn't a 
perfect world. The referee can't pos- 
sibly see everything that's going on, 
especially when Sherri and Harlem 
Heat are doing everything possible to 
distract him. 

"We're not saying that's right. 
We're just saying if that's the way it 
has to be, that's the way it's going to 
be, and if Harlem Heat isn't going to 
wrestle fairly, then we'd be fools to 
act like a couple of good little boys." 

The Patriot and Armstrong taught 
Harlem Heat and Sister Sherri a dan- 
gerous lesson in subterfuge on one 
remarkable WCW night. In this non- 
title bout, the fan favorites cheated as 


J 
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Booker T was incredibly angry and frustrated after fie match, because he 
wrestied SQ well and still came out a loser because of cheating. 
Hmmmmme, don't most tag teams feel the same way after getting burned 
by Harlem Heat? 


if they had been doing it their entire 
lives, showing pinpoint precision in 
their illegal tactics. Noted rulebreak- 
ing manager/TV commentator Bobby 
"The Brain" Heenan was so 
impressed by what he saw that he 
said, "I've thought all along that those 
idiots could be a great tag team if 
they'd only show some moxie.” 

Cheating, Harlem Heat style, cen- 
ters around interference by Sister 
Sherri. Whenever Stevie Ray or 
Booker T get into trouble, Sherri 
either jumps into the ring or attacks 
the opponent who isn't in the ring. 
The referee has no choice but to tum 
his attention to Sherri while at the 
same time, possibly, either Ray or T 
is being pinned in the center of the 
ring. 

"We just turned the tables," 
Armstrong said. "Same idea, different 
people ... and without Sherri, of 
course." 

Whenever Armstrong got into trou- 
ble, The Patriot would attract referee 
Nick Patrick's attention for a brief 
argument. Or he'd go after Sherri, 
also attracting the referee. The Patriot 
would do the same thing. In this par- 
ticular match, the referee had his 


back tumed during four pin attempts 
by Harlem Heat. Sherri was so frus- 
trated by what was going on that she 
hardly had the chance for a little inter- 
fering of her own. 

In the end, Patriot pinned Stevie 
Ray. He conveniently got into an 
argument with Patrick so Armstrong 
could enter the ring illegally, execute a 
snap suplex on Ray, then sneak back 
to his own corner so Patriot could 
make the cover and get the victory. 

"They cheated!" Sherri screamed 
afterward in a hilarious display of her 
famous temper. "Those pitiful fools 
don't know how to wrestle. All they 
know how to do is distract the refer- 
ee. Its a good thing that was a non- 
tile match, because if it wasn’t, I'd 
have a bone to pick with Commis- 
sioner Bockwinkel." 

And Bockwinkel would have 
laughed Martel right out of his office, 
but only after showing the hellish 
manager a few videotapes of her 
many transgressions. 

"I'm not sure we would have done 
the same thing in a title match," The 
Patriot said. "You have to be careful 
not to get disqualified in a title match, 
because you don’t want to waste an 
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CAPE 
Despite all the cheating that went on, the match was 
pretty exciting. Booker T looked sharp in keeping 
Patriot down with a neck wrench (below) and a fly- 
ing forearm (bottom)..And-dom't worry: Patriot and 
Armstrong have go-plans to turn rulehreaker. 
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opportunity. In this case, we thought 
we had nothing to lose and figured 
we'd have a little fun. It was worth it 
just to see Sherri go crazy. She didn't 
take it very well, to say the least." 

Armstrong, though happy to beat 
the Heat at its own game, cautioned 
against learning any lessons from 
their success. 

"First of all, | agree with what 
Patriot said about not wanting to do 
the same thing in a title match," 
Armstrong said. "My reason is that 
you don't want to win a title by illegal 
means, because that devalues the 
title. You just don't want to do that. 
And | think Patriot agrees with me 
that it's okay to have a little fun at 
Harlem Heat's expense, but you 
don't want to become like them. 
Then they have you beaten even if 
you win." 

That means Armstrong, Patriot, 
and Bagwell don't plan on making 
anymore journeys over the thin 
line that separates good from evil. 

But for one amusing Harlem 
night, it was fun while it lasted; C 
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WCW Data Bank 


HEIGHT: 6'4" 

WEIGHT: 251 

HOMETOWN: Columbia, SC 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: WCW 
World tag team (with Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell, 1994, 
twice); GWF North American 
(1991); GWF TV (1991) 
BIGGEST STRENGTHS: 
Agility, determination 
BIGGEST WEAKNESS: 
Nagging back injuries 
FAVORITE MANEUVER: 
Flying bodyblock 

CLOSEST ALLY: Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell 

MOST HATED OPPONENTS: 
Harlem Heat 

BIGGEST MATCH: Teamed 
with Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell to beat Paul Orndorff 
and Paul Roma for WCW 
World tag title, November 16, 
1994 

IMMEDIATE GOAL: Regain 
the WCW World tag team title 
LONG-RANGE GOAL: 
Contend for one of WCW's 
singles titles 

HE SAID IT: "What wrestler 
could be more patriotic than 
The Patriot?" 
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BIRTHDAY: August 11 
HEIGHT: 6'8" 
WEIGHT: 275 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Venice Beach, California 
YEARS PRO: 16 
FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: Legdrop ff 
TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: (1) How much 
money did Hulk receive for bodyslamming 
474-pound Crusher Blackwell in the AWA in 
the early-1980s? (2) In February 1985, Hogan 
wrestled Roddy Piper in a bout aired on MTV. 
» Where was the match held? (3) At Wrestle- 
Mania Vill, who attacked Hulk in a post-main 
event double-team? 
oBunys 
bodog pup eoijsnf pis (c) :'uepioo eionbs 
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Wrestling Megastars 
fact & Trivia Book! i 


38 DIESEL 
39 RIC FLAIR 
40 RICK & SCOTT STEINER 


49 KEVIN SULLIVAN 
50 CHRIS BENOIT 
51 JEFF JARRETT 


60 KING KONG BUNDY 
61 DUSTIN RHODES 
62 JOHNNY B. BADD 


41 RAZOR RAMON 52 STING 63 TED DiBIASE 
42 LEX LUGER 53 SHAWN MICHAELS 64 STEVE AUSTIN 
43 SABU 54 OWEN HART 65 CACTUS JACK 
44 TATANKA 55 ARN ANDERSON 66 JIM CORNETTE 
45 STEVE WILLIAMS 56 RANDY SAVAGE 67 BOB BACKLUND 


46 THE NASTY BOYS 
47 DAVEY BOY SMITH 
48 THE GREAT MUTA 


57 BRET HART 
58 SHANE DOUGLAS 
59 THE UNDERTAKER 


68 BIG VAN VADER 
69 JERRY LAWLER 
70 TAMARA MURPHY FYTCH 


NOTE 


We hope you enjoy this special magazine within 
a magazine. In the past, we have gotten terrific 
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response from readers who enjoyed other maga- 
zine within a magazine concepts, including "A 
Tribute To A Decade Of 'Hulkamania," "Your 1994- 
95 Guide To Independent Wrestling," and the spe- 
cial preview of Wrestling Bad Guys that we present- 
ed in the Winter 1994 issue. 


Summer/1995 


A lot of readers, however, have written and asked 
us to put together a book of pinups of their favorite 
stars. Well, here it is: the "Wrestling Megastars Fact 
& Trivia Book." We have taken 34 of wrestling's top 
superstars (wrestlers and managers) and given you 
pertinent information on all of them, as well as three 
trivia questions that are sure to challenge you and 
your friends. We hope you like it. If you have any 
ideas for a future “magazine within a magazine,” 
we'd love to find out what they are. Send them to: 
"Magazine Within A Magazine" c/o WRESTLE 
AMERICA, Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. 
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Diesel 77 


BIRTHDAY: July 9 

HEIGHT: 7' 

WEIGHT: 356 pounds 

HOMETOWN: Las Vegas, Nevada 
YEARS PRO: 5 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
“Jackknife” power bomb 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) At what college did Diesel play 
college basketball for several years? 
(2) What is Diesel’s given name? 

(3) How many men did Diesel single- © 
handedly eliminate at the 1994 Royal | 
Rumble? í 
uo^eS (E) :useN ΗΙΛΘΟ (Z) :eesseuua L 
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BIRTHDAY: πο 25 
HEIGHT: 6'1" 
WEIGHT: 243 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 
YEARS PRO: 22 
FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
| Figure-four leglock 
| TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 
(1) What month and year was the 
; 1 ESSE plane crash that nearly ended Flair's 
Dy : 3 : EN career? (2) In what city did Flair cap- 
Tae HE A 1 im E 18 E. s | ture his first NWA World title? 
— (3) What was the result of Flair’s title 
- : f vs. title match against AWA World 
Í champion Rick Martel on October 21, 


| 1985, in Tokyo? 
jnojunoo 


-ΘΙ4ΠΟΠ (6):ΗΠΟΘΒΙΙΝ ‘Ayo sesuey (z) 
:8/6L 48Q0}90 (1) :SH3MSNV VIAIH.L 
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BIRTHDAY: March 9 (Rick), 

July 29 (Scott) 

HEIGHT: 5'11" (Rick), 6'1" (Scott) 

WEIGHT: 248 pounds (Rick), 

235 pounds (Scott) 

HOMETOWN: Detroit, Michigan 

YEARS PRO: 11 (Rick), 10 (Scott) 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 

"Steinerline" (Rick), "*Frankensteiner" 

(Scott) 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) Who managed Rick in the now- 

defunct UWF? (2) In February 1989, 

Scott won the CWA tag team title 

with what partner? (3) On June 26, 

1992, the Steiners regained the 

IWGP tag team title from what duo? 

Mojebig weg weg pue 
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BIRTHDAY: October 20 
HEIGHT: 6'8" 
WEIGHT: 287 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Miami, Florida 
YEARS PRO: 11 
FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
“Razors Edge” power bomb 
TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 
(1) Ramon used his “Razor's Edge" 
as a finisher while wrestling as The 
Diamond Studd. What did he call the 
move then? (2) With whom did 
Ramon team at Survivor Series '92? 
(3) Ramon wrestled Bret Hart at the 
1993 Royal Rumble; what was the 
result? 

,J9100usdieus, eui οἱ uoissiuqns Aq 
150| ΘΗ (£) "rej org (6) -dolp yeap 
puouieiG, 9u| (L) :GH3MSNV VIAIB.L 
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BIRTHDAY: June 2 
! HEIGHT: 6'5" 
= WEIGHT: 265 pounds 
, HOMETOWN: Chicago, Illinois 
YEARS PRO: 10 
4 FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
B X Torture rack” backbreaker 
λα TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 
E _ (1) What pro wrestler met Luger at a 
x celebrity golf tournament and intro- 
: duced him to wrestling? (2) In what 
year was Luger named Pro Wrestling 
s Illustrated Rookie of the Year? 
» (3) Who did Luger defeat to win the 
"9 US. title on July 11, 1987? 
--- ΗΟΙΟΥ ENYIN (6) 986! (6) 
‘dooy qog (L) :SH3MSNV VIAIH.L 
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BIRTHDAY: December 12 
HEIGHT: 6' 

WEIGHT: 220 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Bombay, India 
YEARS PRO: 10 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Moonsault 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) What crazed rulebreaking veter- 
an is Sabu’s mentor? (2) Who did 
Sabu defeat in June 1992 to win 
Japan's FMW title? (3) What notable 
wrestler did Sabu defeat to win the 
ECW TV title on November 13, 
1993? 


yun AnaL (6) yuo HN (6) 
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BIRTHDAY: June 8 

HEIGHT: 6'1" 

WEIGHT: 250 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Pembroke, 

North Carolina 

YEARS PRO: 5 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Tomahawk chop 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) What is Tatanka’s given name? 
(2) True or false: As a rookie, 
Tatanka twice held the WWA tag 
team title with Wahoo McDaniel. 
(3) Who was Tatanka’s 
WrestleMania VII! opponent? 


ΙΘΜΕΙΝ 1918 (6) :esjed (6) 
‘SINEYD SUYD (L) :SH3AASNV VIAIB.L 
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BIRTHDAY: May 14 
HEIGHT: 6'1" 
WEIGHT: 265 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Norman, Oklahoma 
YEARS PRO: 11 
FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Oklahoma stampede 
TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 
wrestler brought 
(2) What 
d Williams in the eye 
iS 108-stitch 
repair job? (3) Who did Williams 
defeat to win the $50,000 PWI/UWF 
Challenge Tournament? 


Duet) uen 
euo (£) :Guonsuuy peig (Z) ‘SHEM 
ig .ΛΟΩΛΟΌ, (L) :SGH3MSNV VIAIH.L 
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The Nasty Boys 


BIRTHDAY: May 6 (Brian Knobs), 
July 5 (Jerry Sags) 
HEIGHT: 6'1" (Knobs), 6'3" (Sags) 
WEIGHT: 295 pounds (Knobs), 
290 pounds (Sags) 
HOMETOWN: 
Allentown, Pennsylvania 
YEARS PRO: 10 (both) 
FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Brutal double-teaming 
TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 
(1) What former AWA star trained 
both Nastys for their pro debuts? 
(2) Jerry Sags gained the gap in his 
teeth in a 1988 match against what 
team? (3) Who managed the Nastys 
in their December 1990 entrance into 
the WWF? 

yeH Awwir (£) :sse1dx3 ΙΙΟΗ 
U, 490g ay (Z) ‘sueBuleyy peg (1) 

:SU3MSNV VIAIH.L 
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BIRTHDAY: November 27 
HEIGHT: 5'9" 

WEIGHT: 245 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Leeds, England 
YEARS PRO: 18 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Powerslam 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) How old was Smith when he 
made his pro debut, in England? 

(2) What injury did Smith incur in a 
1989 auto accident? (3) Who was 
Smith's WrestleMania VII opponent? 


ΡΙΟµΒΛΛ eu (E) :ΕΙ4ΘΗΘΛ payoeI_ (6) 


‘St (L) :SH3MSNV ΥΙΛΙΒΙ. 
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[he Great Muta 


BIRTHDAY: December 23 

HEIGHT: 6'1" 

WEIGHT: 245 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Tokyo, Japan 

YEARS PRO: 11 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Moonsault 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) What famous Japanese wrestler 
did Muta defeat in his October 5, 
1984, pro debut? (2) At what major 
event did Muta make his U.S. nation- 
al television debut? 

(3) On September 3, 1989, Muta 
defeated what wrestler to capture the 
WCW TV title? 


Huns (£) 
‘IA SuoidweyD au} Jo uselo (z) 
‘OUOYO ΕΘΕΙΛ (L) :SH37MSNV VIAIH.L 
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! BIRTHDAY: August 22 
HEIGHT: 5'10" 
WEIGHT: 252 pounds 

! HOMETOWN: 

| Boston, Massachusetts 
YEARS PRO: 24 


FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 


Stomach stomp 

| TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 
(1) What was the name of Sullivan's 
NWA stable that included Rick 
Steiner and Mike Rotundo? (2) Who 

! was Sullivan's U.S. tag team title 

| championship partner in 1988-89?; 
(3) Who was Kevin's ECW tag team 
championship partner in 1994? 


oeiueuise | (6) 
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BIRTHDAY: May 21 

HEIGHT: 5'10" 

WEIGHT: 218 pounds 

HOMETOWN: Edmonton, Alberta 

YEARS PRO: 9 ER 
FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: © = 
Flying headbutt 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) At what famous wrestling school 

did Chris receive his training? 

(2) True or false: In 1993, Chris 

briefly held the ECW tag team title 

with Eddie Gilbert; (3) In 1994, Chris 

won the “Super Junior Cup 

Tournament’ in Japan by defeating 


what star in the final? 
aynses 
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BIRTHDAY: July 14 
HEIGHT: 5'10" 
WEIGHT: 230 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Nashville, Tennessee 
YEARS PRO: 9 
FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Figure-four leglock 
TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 
(1) True or false: Jeff was a referee 
before he turned pro. (2) Who did 
Jarrett face in his pro debut? 
(3) Who was Jarrett's SuperClash 1|| 
opponent in the AWA's 1988 pay- 
per-view? 
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BIRTHDAY: March 20 

HEIGHT: 6'2" 

WEIGHT: 260 pounds 
HOMETOWN: 

Venice Beach, California 

YEARS PRO: 9 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Scorpion deathlock 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) True or false: When Sting and 
Ultimate Warrior teamed as The 
Blade Runners, they won their first 
match in 45 seconds. (2) Who was 
Sting’s partner in winning the third 
annual Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial 
Cup tag team tournament in 1988? 
(3) What was Sting’s first major 
singles title? 
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BIRTHDAY: July 22 

HEIGHT: 6' 

WEIGHT: 234 pounds 
HOMETOWN: San Antonio, Texas 
YEARS PRO: 12 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Superkick 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) Early in his career, Shawn won 
the Texas All-Star tag team title with 
what wrestler (hint: not Marty 
Jannetty)? (2) Who dealt Michaels 
and Jannetty a shocking AWA World 
tag title upset loss on May 25, 1987? 


(3) What medical procedure side- 
lined Shawn for about a month after 
SummerSlam '90? 
eeu» 1uBu siu uo AiaBuns (6) 
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BIRTHDAY: May 7 

HEIGHT: 510" 

WEIGHT: 227 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Calgary, Alberta 
YEARS PRO: 9 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
"Sharpshooter" leglock 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) What finishing move did Owen 
use in his pro debut (a tag team 
match) before scoring the pin? 

(2) What was Owen's masked alter 
ego in the WWF in 1988? (3) Who 
did Owen defeat on June 21, 1993, 
to capture the USWA title? 
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BIRTHD September 20 
HEIGHT: 6' 
WEIGHT: 249 pounds 
HOMETOWN: 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
YEARS PRO: 13 
FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
"Gourdbuster" 
TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 
(1) Against what noted wrestler did 
Arn make his pro debut? (2) In what 
year did Arn win Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Rookie of the Year? 
3 (3) Who did Arn and Tully Blanchard 
τ face at WrestleMania V? 
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andy Savage 


BIRTHDAY: November 15 
HEIGHT: 6'2" 
WEIGHT: 237 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Sarasota, Florida 
YEARS PRO: 21 
FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Flying axhandle 
TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 
(1) Who is Savage’s famous 
wrestling father? (2) True or false: 
Savage once played minor-league 
baseball. (3) Who did Savage defeat 
in 1989 to capture the WWF's “King” 
designation? 

uebing mesyoeH (e) ‘ens (6) 
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BIRTHDAY: July 2 
HEIGHT: 5'11" 
WEIGHT: 234 pounds 


τ. HOMETOWN: Calgary, Alberta 
7 YEARS PRO: 19 


FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
"Sharpshooter" leglock 
TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: (1) 
How many brothers does Bret have? 
(2) Who were Bret's teammates in a 
victory over The British Bulldogs and 
Tito Santana at WrestleMania III? (3) 
Bret was one of two men remaining 
in the ring at the end of the 
WrestleMania IV battle royal. Who 
was the other? 

UuMOJg 5ΛΘΝ peg (6) ':8ιλ80 Λιβ 
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BIRTHDAY: November 21 
HEIGHT: 6' 

WEIGHT: 223 pounds 
HOMETOWN: 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


YEARS PRO: 9 
FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Rear chinlock 
TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 
(1) From November 18, 1992, 
through March 2, 1993, Shane held 
the WCW World tag team title with 
what wrestler? (2) Who did Shane 
defeat to capture the ECW heavy- 
weight title on September 9, 1993? 
(3) True or false: Shane is a licensed 
School teacher. 
eni, (€) ‘dn moys 
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1 BIRTHDAY: March 24 
HEIGHT: 6'9" 
WEIGHT: 328 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Parts unknown 
YEARS PRO: 7 
FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
“Tombstone” piledriver 
TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 
(1) Undertaker began his pro career 
in Memphis in 1989 under what 
name? (2) Who first managed 
Undertaker in the WWF? (3) Who was 
Undertaker's partner in 1991 tag 
bouts against Hulk Hogan and 


Randy Savage? 
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BIRTHDAY: November 7 

HEIGHT: 6'4" 

WEIGHT: 446 pounds 
HOMETOWN: 

Atlantic City, New Jersey 

YEARS PRO: 19 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Corner splash 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) What wrestling manager discov- 
ered Bundy as a bouncer in an 
Atlantic City bar? (2) Who was 
Bundy’s partner in defeating The 
Road Warriors for the National tag 
team title on May 6, 1984? (3) What 
was Bundy's nickname in the AWA in 


1985? 
,uJoog 
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Dustin Rhodes 


BIRTHDAY: April 11 
HEIGHT: 6'5" 
WEIGHT: 254 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Austin, Texas 
YEARS PRO: 7 
FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Flying bulldog headlock 
TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 
(1) In December 1988, Dustin 
teamed with what other second-gen- 
eration grappler as The Texas 
Broncos? (2) Dustin was at ringside 
at a September 1990 WWE TV tap- 
ing to watch his father wrestle what 
star? (3) Dustin teamed with his 
father against what duo at the 1991 
Royal Rumble? 
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BIRTHDAY: July 9 

HEIGHT: 6' 

WEIGHT: 235 pounds 

HOMETOWN: Macon, Georgia 

YEARS PRO: 5 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 

Top-rope sunset flip 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) Who managed Badd during his 

first few years in the sport? (2) Who 

was Badd’s Halloween Havoc '91 

opponent? (3) Who was Badd's “Lethal 

Lottery” tag partner at Starrcade '92? 
yoer 5π1980 (6) ‘ued Aur (6) 
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| BIRTHDAY: January 18 
~ HEIGHT: 64" 
z WEIGHT: 247 pounds 


HOMETOWN: Omaha, Nebraska 
YEARS PRO: 21 


; FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
| “Million-Dollar Dream" sleeperhold 


TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 


| (1) Name Ted's two professional 


wrestling parents. (2) What leg- 
endary light heavyweight defeated 
DiBiase in Ted's pro debut? (3) Who 
sidelined DiBiase for several weeks 
in late-1986 by breaking several of 


= his ribs? 
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Steve Austin 


BIRTHDAY: December 18 

HEIGHT: 6'2" 

WEIGHT: 241 pounds 

HOMETOWN: Dallas, Texas 

YEARS PRO: 6 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 

“Stun gun” 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) What noted wrestler trained 

Austin for his pro debut? (2) On June 

3, 1991, Austin beat what star for the 

WCW TV title? (3) Who managed 

Austin against Rick Steamboat at 

Clash of the Champions XX? 

Á|sno1eBueq 

'3 ined (6) :uojea3 Aqqog (z) 

:surepy suu? (L) :SGH3MSNYV VIAIH.L 


64 WRESTLE AMERICA 


Cactus Jack 


— 


BIRTHDAY: June 7 
j| HEIGHT: 64" 


| | 
Ε΄ 
i 

| f. pri j 

Ϊ * 

i 

l I] B 


| Consequences, New Mexico 
YEARS PRO: 12 
= FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
= Elbowsmash to arena floor from ring 
T apron 
TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 
(1) What unique 60s wrestler does 
Cactus count among his heroes? 
(2) On October 23, 1988, Cactus 
won the CWA tag team title with 
what partner? (3) Who managed 
Cactus upon his entry into WCW, in 
early-1990? 
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BIRTHDAY: September 17 
HEIGHT: 6' 
WEIGHT: 193'/; pounds 


HOMETOWN: Louisville, Kentucky 
YEARS PRO: 13 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Tennis racket to the head 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) In mid-1986, Cornette's mother 
demanded that he fire what member 
of The Midnight Express (note: he 
did)? (2) In 1987, Cornette split'up 
Bobby Eaton and Stan Lane and 
sent them separately after what title? 
(3) What unusual tag bout stipulation 
did Cornette find himself on the los- 
ing end of during the 1988 Great 
American Bash? 
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BIRTHDAY: August 14 

HEIGHT: 6'1" 

WEIGHT: 234 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Princeton, Minnesota 
YEARS PRO: 22 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Cross-face chicken wing 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) Backlund was an amateur 
wrestling collegiate teammate to 
what other notable pro wrestler? 

(2) In April 1976, Backlund won what 
title from Harley Race? (3) In August 
1980 at New York’s Shea Stadium, 
Backlund and Pedro Morales won 
the WWF World tag title from what 
team? 


Sueoules 
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BIRTHDAY: July 11 

HEIGHT: 6'5" 

WEIGHT: 450 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Denver, Colorado 
YEARS PRO: 10 

FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER: 
Power bomb 

TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: 

(1) What NFL team did Vader play 
for between 1977 and 1981? (2) In 
November 1989, Vader became the 
first American to hold Mexico's UWA 
title; who did he defeat? (3) Who 
were Vader's stablemates when he 
joined Harley Race in January 1992? e 
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BIRTHDAY: November 29 
HEIGHT: 6' . 
WEIGHT: 234 pounds 
HOMETOWN: Memphis, Tennessee 
YEARS PRO: 25 
FAVORITE HOLD OR MANEUVER 
Flying fistdrop 
TRIPLE TRIVIA CHALLENGE: (1) 
Who did Lawler defeat for the 
AWA title in 1988? (2) Who was the 
special referee in a June 18, 1990, 
USWA title bout between Lawler 
and The Snowman? (3) Who tried 
to run down Lawler with a car 
in 1990? 
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WORLD TITLE 


1. Diesel 
2. Shawn Michaels 
3. Bret Hart 
4. Bam Bam Bigelow 
5. The Undertaker 
6. Davey Boy Smith 
7. Lex Luger 
8. King Kong Bundy 
9. Bob Backlund 

10. Tatanka 


WORLD TAG TEAM 


[ atin o5 


For period ending March 9, 1995 
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Should be |-( champ, too 
Sid could lend a hand 

Oh, brother, he's good 
Was never a Giants fan 
He needs that urn 

Losing his bite? 

Stuck in endless feud 

Just too slow 

Sorry ... it's Mr. Backlund 
Betrayed Strongbow 


ΣΩ $99099990999909900004900209200000000090999099009009200020269 


1. The Smokin’ Gunns 
2. Headshrinkers 

3. Holly/Kid 

4. Eli/Jacob Blu 

5. Men on a Mission 


, INTERCONTINENTAL 


ΣΧ $9090909009000000900900900020292600900002000909000090009099099550* 


1. Jeff Jarrett 
2. Razor Ramon 
3. Hakushi 

4. Adam Bomb 
5. Kama 


Diesel 
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Best of a weak crop 
Help ‘em, Capt. Lou 
Need more experience 
Not “Bruising” anymore 
Rulebreaking rappers 


Cowardly champ 

Too cocky for own good 
Bret basher 

Ready to explode? 
Corporate street ids 


. 
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. King Kong Bundy 


Tatanka 


SHAWN 
MICHAELS 


After he won the 1995 
Royal Rumble, Shawn 
Michaels said it was just 
the first step in his plan to 
dominate the entire WWF. 
All indications are that he is 
well on his way to doing 
just that. 

The "Heartbreak Kid" 
has been thoroughly man- 
handling practically every- 
one who has stepped into 
the ring with him during the 
last few months, including 
superstars like Davey Boy 
Smith and Lex Luger, both 
of whom have fallen victim 
to his superkicks. Davey 
Boy had been on an incred- 
ible roll himself before he 
ran into Michaels! 

Shawn's arrogance and 
non-stop boasting can be 
tough to take at times, but 
he is one wrestler who can 
back up everything he 
says. With the addition of 
bodyguard Sid Vicious, who 
has already interfered in 
numerous matches, Mi- 
chaels becomes that much 
tougher—maybe too tough 
for Diesel and everyone 
else to handle in the long 
run. 
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S INCE ENTERING THE WWF a few years ago, 


eus 


Jerry Lawler has made more of an impact 

with his mouth than with any fistdrop or 
elbowsmash. Apparently, “The King" is at it again, 
going after one of his favorite targets. 

Lawler claims to have firsthand knowledge that 
two-time former WWF World champion Bret Hart 
has racist views toward Japanese people. The timing 
of this statement comes just as Hart has become 
involved in a feud with Hakushi, a Japanese new- 
comer to the federation who excels in martial arts. 

Japanese members of the media who cover the 
WWF were flabbergasted by Lawler’s statements 
and knew of no such feelings of hatred from Hart. To 
counter Lawler’s allegations, they presented a spe- 
cial plaque to “The Hitman” at a television taping in 
Augusta, Georgia. 


The feud between Bret Hart and Jerry 
Lawler may never end. “The King” has 
accused Hart of being prejudiced 
against the Japanese; Hakushi and 
Shinja are convinced he’s not lying. 
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By Chris Bernucca 


The result was a scene that 
will sadly be remembered for a 
long time to come. During the 
presentation, Hakushi and his 
manager, Shinja, attacked Hart. 
Bob Backlund, who defeated 
Hart for the WWF World title in 
November, joined the melee 
and put Hart in his cross-face 
chicken wing. 

Lawler has not been specific 
about where his allegations are 
based. Hart was involved in a 
long feud with Yokozuna, who 
is of Samoan descent. In all of the heated words 
between the men, however, Hart never raised race 
as an issue. 
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“πι not Bret's best friend, but | have never got- 
ten that feeling from him," said Sumio Yamada, 
one of the journalists who presented Hart with the 
award. "He has always been nothing but profes- 
sional in his visits to our country." 

In these ultra-sensitive politically correct times, 
accusing someone of being a racist is a pretty bold 
statement. Talk is part of wrestling, but Lawler 
should pick his words more carefully. 

Don't believe reports that Lawrence Taylor 


received $500,000 for his match against Bam Bam | 


Bigelow at WrestleMania XI. Insiders say that num- 
ber has been greatly inflated, perhaps by football 
writers who covered Taylor during his NFL career 
with the New York Giants who would probably like 
to believe that Taylor is making a smart business 
move instead of pulling a publicity stunt. 
TitanSports, the parent company of the WWF, is 
successful, but consider this: With its half-share of 
the $29.95 order price, the WWF would have to 
have received more than 30,000 pay-per-view 
orders just to pay Taylor. 

At press time, NFL stars Reggie White, Steve 
McMichael, Carl Banks, Ricky Jackson, Ken 
Norton Jr., and Chris Spielman were scheduled to 
be seated at ringside for Taylor's match. Isn't that 
how this whole mess started in the first place? 
Maybe those guys are thinking about starting their 
own wrestling careers. And according to some of my 
sources, Taylor might not be making a one-time-only 
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, Lawrence Taylor is still causing a stir 
in the WWF. There is some talk that 
the former NFL great intends to 
become a full-time wrestler. 


appearance in the ring. 
He could become a full- 
time wrestler. Stranger 
things have happened in this sport, haven't they? 

A couple of returns, one definite and one rumored, 
continue to gather steam. Sid Vicious has retumed to 
the WWF as the bodyguard for Shawn Michaels. Sid is 
coming off a seven-month stint in the USWA; he held the 
heavyweight title for most of that time. He has not com- 
peted in the WWF 
since 1992, when he 
lost by disqualification 
to Hulk Hogan at 
WrestleMania XIII. 

Vicious, who is 
being called “Psycho” 
Sid in some circles 
(some people have 
been calling him that 
for years), will provide 
protection that Mic- 
haels has not had 
since Diesel struck 
out on his own—and 
won the WWF World 
title. Perhaps Sid, 


Shawn Michaels and Sid Vicious 
have already proved that they make 
a formidable WWF duo. Sid has inter- 


~ fered on Shawn's behalf many times, 
but might make a run at the WWF 
World title himself soon. 
nee | 
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who has never won a WWF title of any kind, feels 
that being a bodyguard for Michaels is the quickest 
way to a championship. But so far, all he has done is 
interfere on behalf of Michaels in a couple of match- 
es against Davey Boy Smith. 

The anticipated return of Jesse Ventura is still on 
hold. It was rumored Ventura was going to be the 
new color commentator on WWF Monday Night Raw 
starting sometime this spring, but it hasn't happened 
yet. Ventura had been juggling wrestling and politics 
until last year, when he chose not to run for another 
term as mayor of Brooklyn Park, Minnesota. He also 
received a court juagment of more than $800,000 for 
royalties from videotapes produced by the WWF. 

Ventura is a former WWF wrestler and announcer 
who last worked for WCW as an analyst. He is 
regarded as one of the best in business because of 
his outspoken views, especially toward fan favorites. 


Don’t be surprised if you see Jesse Ventura and Jim Ross 
broadcasting together in the WWF soon. Ross recently 
returned to the federation, and Ventura is rumored to be 
negotiating with the WWF. 


Maxx Payne is now Man Mountain Rock, but he’s playing his 
guitar in the WWF these days. He has also been writing theme 
music for a lot of the WWF wrestlers. 


Should Ventura join the WWF broadcast team, he 
would be reunited with announcer Jim Ross, who 
left WCW for the WWF in 1993. 

There is a steady stream of newcomers entering 
the federation. Chris Candido and Tamara Murphy 
Fytch have made their debut. Candido was defeated 
by Boo Bradley in a “loser-leaves-Smoky-Mountain- 
Wrestling” match. Fytch’s outspoken manner may 
take the WWF by surprise. 

Man Mountain Rock has made his WWF debut 
as well. Once known as Maxx Payne in WCW, Man 
Mountain Rock is now going the fan favorite route. 
He has been playing his electric guitar prior to 
matches and writing theme music for a number of 
WWF wrestlers. 

Finally, Kama arrives with a background as a 
streetfighter. After a series of victories over Kwang, 
he has joined Ted DiBiase’s Corporation. He also 
arrives with a name that is a punctuation mark. We're 
sure Kama would like to develop a reputation as an 
exclamation point, but right now, he is nothing more 
than a question mark. m 
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DU TAKEN 
THE DWI 
CHALLENGE) 


Take the PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CHALLENGE and go 
head to head with the editors of PWI in the trivia match of 
your life. If you can answer seven consecutive questions cor- 
rectly—without getting pinned—you can earn the title 
“Undisputed Wrestling Trivia Champ” and win $100* or a 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-shirt! 


CALL NOW! 
1:900:288:7526 
0891 299 760 


Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per 
minute in the United Kingdom is 39p cheap rate and 49p at 
all other times, incl. VAT. Kids, get your parents' permission. 


This service is available on both rotary-dialed and 
touch-tone phones. 


WRESTLING CHALLENGE RULES & REGULATIONS 
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RIP NOW AVAILABLE — 
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PLUS: Each month, three runners-up 
will receive a free PWI T-shirt! 


ALL-NEW QUESTIONS! 


If you can answer the following questions, you could be 
the next $100* winner! 


Sting hails from which California beach community? 
) Malibu 


Pacific Heights 
3) Venice Beach 
4] Newport Beach 


Who managed The Moondogs to the WWF World tag team title? 
1) The Grand Wizard "e i 

2) Capt. Lou Albano 

3) Fred Blassie 

4) Bobby Heenan 


Tne or False: Rick Steamboat once briefly held the AWA World title. 
rue 
2) False 


Which of the following wrestlers has never held the WCW television 
* (as of December 41, 1994)? 
| ting 


2) Steve Austin 
3) Rick Steiner 
4) Scott Steiner 


How did you do? if you're up for the challenge and want to put 


Call as offen as you like. The contest begins February 1, 1995, and runs through May 31, 1995. There is no age restriction to ane The charge for each call is $1.49 


per minute in the United States, and 49p (39p cheap rate) in the United Kingdom. The contest is sponsored by Advanced Te 
connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No purchase necessary to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. All unclaimed prizes will be 


lecom Services and London Publishing Co. in 
award- 


ed via second-chance drawing. The odds of winning are dependent on the number of entries. Complete rules and mail-in entries are available by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 19333, USA. To win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions correctly and you automatically qualify for the 
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tions about the . 
‘worth of Jarrett's 

beltandhow “ 
oftenitshouldbe — 
up for grabs 
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By Chris Bernucca 
HAT DO THE Toronto Blue 
Jays and Jeff Jarrett have in 
common? Both have retained 
their titles despite frequent losses. 

The Blue Jays technically remain 
baseball's defending World Series cham- 
pions, but that’s only because they were 
winners the last time a season was 
played to a conclusion. In 1994, Toronto 
fumbled and stumbled its way to a record 
well below .500. Had the strike not pre- 

a maturely ended the season, the only way 
the Blue Jays could have gone to the 
World Series would have been by pur- 
chasing tickets. : 
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looks like he’s 
enjoying planting his 

big boot in Jarrett's throat. 
He has been aggressive in these 
title vs. title matches, which is 

surprising, considering he, 

not Jarrett, has everything 

to lose and nothing 

to gain. 

Jarrett, however, is a different 
case. He is the WWF Inter- 
continental champion, which is 
supposedly the federation's sec- 
ond-highest honor. However, that 
is not enough for him. He has 
used the title as a steppingstone 
to the top prize, the WWF World 
championship, which, at press 
time, was held by Diesel. 

WWF regulations say that the 
Intercontinental champion does 
not have to put his belt on the line 
when he faces the World champi- 
on, which is very fortunate for 
Jarrett. Diesel has pinned him 
cleanly in nearly every one of their 
matches, making the wide dispari- 
ty between number one and num- 
ber two in the federation seem 
quite obvious right now. 

What did Diesel gain from 
these victories? Besides a hefty 
purse, very little. What did Jarrett 
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lose from these losses? 
Again, very little. At the 
same time, he stood to 
gain the World champi- 
onship had he won 
just one of those 
showdowns. 
"In that con- 
text, it doesn't 


seem fair,” one WWF official 
admitted. "Jarrett risks nothing, 
while Diesel risks everything 
against supposedly the sec- 
ond-best wrestler in the feder- 
ation. Jarrett won't agree with 
this, but maybe the rule regard- 
ing defense of the I-C title should 
be modified.” 

Wrestling is the only sport in 
which this travesty takes place. 
When the top-ranked college foot- 
ball team defeats the second- 
ranked team, the loser is almost 
always punished with a plummet 
in the rankings. When the WBA 
middleweight champion faces the 
WBC middleweight champion, 
both belts are on the line, and the 


In fairness to 
both Jarrett and Diesel, 
their matches have been 
exciting and competitive. 
We still think most fans 
would prefer to see the World 
and Intercontinental titles 
defended separately. 


winner becomes champion of both 
organizations. 

The WWF argues a different 
case. It says that it is giving the 
fans what they want— 
champion against 
champion in arenas 
across the country. 
No one has to wait 
for—or pay for—a 
pay-per-view event 
to see it. But that is a 
fallacy, because under the cur- 
rent rules, the fans are actually 
being shortchanged by exactly 
one title match. 

“Pd rather see Diesel wres- 


tle someone with his title on the 
line and Jarrett wrestle someone 
else with his title on the line on the 
same card," said Laura Bresciani, 
15, of Bronxville, New York. 
“When they wrestle each other, 
there’s one less championship 
match, and that’s not fair to us, 
the fans.” 

In college football and boxing 
(and we use these sports often as 
comparative examples, because 
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they have rankings that are the 
determinant of their champions), 
the governing bodies have done 
all they can to ensure that the best 
faces the second-best. The 
NCAA, with eyes on a postseason 
tournament, has developed an 
alliance that is supposed to guar- 
antee that the top two teams will 
face each other in a bowl game. 
Heavyweight boxing champion 
George Foreman was recently 
stripped of his WBA heavyweight 
title because he would not fight 
Tony Tucker, the federation’s top- 
rated contender. But the WWF 
gives its fans a World champion 
against a top 


In the end, 

“Big Daddy Cool’s” 
bodyslams (above) and elbow- 
smashes (opposite page left) 
have been too much for Jarrett. 
What did it cost "Double-J"? 
Just a black mark in the 
record books and 
a little pride. 


contender who is basically trying 
to catch lightning in a bottle with- 
out fear of being electrocuted. 
What can be done? Well, there 
are a number of alternatives, none 
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of which gives the Intercontinental 
champion the unfair advantage 
that Jarrett has tried to exploit: 

*Pass legislation that says the 
Intercontinental champion cannot 
challenge the World champion 
without putting his title on the line, 
too. Without the immunity the I-C 
champion has under the current 
system, wrestlers like Jarrett 
would become hesitant to sign for 
matches against wrestlers like 
Diesel. 

"It makes sense,” said Rick 
Steamboat, a former I-C champi- 
on. “How much of a champion is a 
champion if he loses seven or 
eight or nine straight match- 
es? It'll keep some egg off 
the face of the I-C champi- 
on and the federation." 

It would also keep 
Jarrett’s schedule free to 
face challengers to his I-C 
title and allow more wrest- 
lers to squeeze into the 
WWF title picture. The 
downside is that if 


Jarrett did find the nerve to wres- 
tle Diesel and lost, then Diesel 
would have both belts. But there is 
a way to take care of that prob- 
lem, too. 

*Pass additional legislation that 
prohibits the World champion from 
taking more than one match every 
30 or 60 days against the 
Intercontinental champion. Should 
the World champion win that 
match, he would then have 30 
days to relinquish one of the titles. 
Upon relinquishment, an eight- 
man tourney could be held, with 
the man who originally lost his title 
getting the top seed. 

*Another alternative, although 
not likely, is to alternate which belt 
is on the line for each match, 
which would allow the essence of 
the current system to remain in 
place. Jarrett could wrestle Diesel 
with only the World title up for 
grabs. However, only the I-C belt 
would be on the line in their next 
match, affording Diesel the same 
immunity that Jarrett had in the 
previous bout. 

"Those are all pos- 
sibilities," the WWF 
official said. “Of 
course, the I-C champ 
will tell you that, as 
the second-ranked 
wrestler, he's earned 
the right to pursue the 
World title any way he 
wants." 

Yes, Jarrett could 
say that. But let's 
hope—for once—that 
the WWF listens to us 
instead. Lj 


Diesel has 
taken Jarrett's best 
shots during their bouts 
and hasn't lost to him once. 
We wonder if the I-C champ would 
& have wrestled any differently—or 


b taken matches with Diesel at all— 
if his belt were on 
the line. 
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KING KONG BUNDY vs. DOINK THE CLOWN: Is this any 
way to treat a friendly clown? Bundy was in no mood 
for jokes when he challenged the jester. But after 
pounding him on the ropes (abpve), Bundy got a good 
laugh by flattening Doink’s stomach (below). 


KING KONG BUNDY vs. THE KID: Most 212-pound wrestlers don't fare 
too well against 446-pound behemoths. Then again, Kid is no ordi- 
nary 212-pounder. He took it right to Bundy after backing him into a 
corner! 
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WWF BATTLE ROYAL: Jerry Lawler was having a good 
time punching Bu: Holly as long as Eli Blu held 
Holly’s arms (above). Strange, but “The King’s” 
expression changed dramatically when Davey Boy 
Smith held him while The Kid fired away (right). 
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Kid tried unsuccessfully to avoid elimination when martial 
artist Kwang got his hands on him (right). Hog farmer Henry 
Godwinn later faced double-trouble when Davey Boy and Aldo 
Montoya ganged up on him (above). 
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KWANG vs. DUKE DROESE: Kwang’s most effective moves are 
spinning savate kicks, superkicks, and karate thrusts. He dis- 
covered in this bout that a simple wrench of the chin was 
enough to keep “The Dumpster” down. 


JEFF JARRETT vs. RAZOR RAMON: The 
look on “Double-J’s” face seemed to 
indicate that he was not a happy 
Intercontinental champion. That’s 
because he was about to be super- 
plexed by the “Bad Guy”! 


THE KID vs. BOB COOK: No one in the 
WWF likes to be on the receiving end of 
one of Kid’s spinning kicks. Cook, how- 
ever, was trapped in a corner and had 
no chance to escape this one. 
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BRET HART vs. QWEN HART: Owen might have regretted signing to face 
his brother in a no-holds-barred match. Bret dragged him around by the 
hair outside the ring (left), then put away with a “sharpshooter” a few 
minutes later. 


BOB BACKLUND vs. DAVEY BOY SMITH: 
Backlund really has snapped! Look at 
the twisted pleasure he seems to be 
getting out of applying a simple wrist- 
lock on the “British Bulldog.” 


ł — — E 2 1 [| 
KING KONG BUNDY vs. RAZOR RAMON: The “Bad 
Guy” doesn’t care how huge his opponent is; he'll 
whip him form corner to corner and post to post if 
that’s what it takes to win! 
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WORLD CHAMPION 
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Sting's contract with WCW is about 
to expire, and WCW would be wise. 
to re-sign him. Allowing him to 
jump to the WWF could tilt the 
balance of power of American 


wrestling for years to come 


Sting would undoubtedly get another chance 
A to stare across the ring at Lex Luger (above) if 
V Er he moved to the WWF. In fact, he might have 
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to kick and punch his way through Luger 
“αν =e (inset) on his way to winning the World title. 


What It Would 


By Chris Bernucca 


ULK HOGAN’S MOVE to 
= WCW has done everything 

so many people feared it 
would. Hogan’s popularity and 
charisma have overpowered the 
federation and turned a fine roster 
of wrestlers into a large bunch of 
second bananas. 
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Although Big Van Vader will 
beg to differ, the best of this 
bunch is Sting, a three-time for- 
mer WCW World champion who 
hasn't been near that World title 
since Hogan first appeared in the 
federation last summer. As the 
days go by, Sting gets further and 
further from another shot at the 
WCW World title—and closer and 
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closer to the end of his WCW con- 
tract, which expires later this year. 

It is not out of the realm of pos- 
sibility for Sting to leave WCW 
when his contract expires. He is 
not getting any younger, and he 
desperately wants another chance 
at a world title ... any world title. 
He could have that chance in the 
WWF, which has lost plenty of 
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brother,” Hogan said. “But if he 
did, it would only be a matter of 
time before he was wearing a 
championship belt somewhere. 
Sting’s one of the best in the 
sport, and | don’t think there’s 
anyone anywhere who can deal 
with him.” 

Hogan may be taking a shot at 
his old federation, but his point 
makes sense. Sting would have 
an immediate impact on the WWF 
and could win the World title, with 
a little cooperation from promoters 
and matchmakers. 

But what would be the overall 
effect of Sting as WWF World 
champion? Well, for one, it would 
certainly confuse the fans. Turning 
on the television to see Hogan in 
WCW and Sting in the WWF 
would be something that no one 
could have imagined as little as 
two years ago. 


Sting and Luger were both teammates and 
rivals when they were in WCW together. If 
Luger were still a fan favorite when Sting 
arrived, perhaps they could get together 
and give the WWF a tag team about which 
fans could get excited. 


popular athletes over the last two 
years and could use an infusion of 
talent and enthusiasm. 

“The WWF would be crazy to 
say they’re not interested in 
Sting,” said WCW expert Donald 
Wayne. “There’s not a promotion 
in this world that doesn’t want him. 
But the WWF cannot open talks 
with him until his contract expires 
with WCW, because that would be 
tampering, and they would be 
crazy to do that, too. We'll just 
have to wait and see.” 

So while the WWF waits, we 


τ πο LEN En More Sting-Sid Vicious matches wouldn't be out of | 
pios - 3 the question, either. For now, Sid is Shawn | ie 
| don’t want to see him go any- Michaels’ bodyguard; no one would be surprised if. 
where, because | love him like a ΜΟΝ Ἁ αμ. 
wrestler in the near future, however. — = 
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The familiarity factor of WCW 
would suffer. For years, the three 
constants in WCW were Ric Flair, 
Rick Steamboat, and Sting. While 
others came and went, you could 
always count on at least one of 
those men to be wearing a belt or 
contending for one. But Flair and 
Steamboat have retired, making 
Sting’s departure that much more 
critical. 

In fact, if Sting were to leave, 
WCW would officially become 
WWF South. Many of Hogan’s 
cronies, including Brutus “The 
Man With No Name” Beefcake, 
Hacksaw Duggan, and Randy 
Savage, have followed his migra- 
tion path and turned WCW into 
the mid-1980s WWF revisited. 

“They seem to be more inter- 
ested in reaching into the past 
rather than the future,” said 
Steamboat, who says he has no 
intentions of returning to the sport. 
“Those guys were very popular, 
but that was a long time ago. 
WCW should be more concerned 
with developing new talent, like 
this kid Alex Wright.” 

The WWF would benefit just by 
adding Sting to its roster. Should 
he become champion, those ben- 
efits would be even greater. There 
has been some grousing about 
the skill level of certain WWF 
competitors, but no such com- 
plaints would accompany Sting, 
who is still one of the top five or 
six all-around wrestlers in the 
world. 

“Just because he hasn’t con- 
tended for the World title recently 
doesn’t mean he can’t wrestle,” 
said Johnny B. Badd. “He is still 
one of the best, and proves it 
nearly every night. He’s a 
baaaaaad man, just like me.” 

Stina’s arrival in the WWF 
would also make for some inter- 
esting matchups—matchups that 
would enliven interest in a sport 
that force-feeds feuds to its fans. 
Imagine Sting against Bret Hart: 
Its a potential Match of the Year 
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candidate that could headline any 
pay-per-view event. Or Sting 
against Shawn Michaels, which 
would pit the subtle confidence of 
the "Stinger" against the outward 
bravado of the “Heartbreak Kid." 
Sting’s adaptability and easy- 
going nature would also help him 
pair with other fan favorites and 
perhaps inject some adrenaline in 
the morbid tag team division. 

He would be the perfect partner 
for Lawrence Taylor, who would 
need some guidance if he were to 
enter wrestling on a full-time 
basis. Or what about Lex Luger, 
whose career has been stuck in 
neutral for more than a year now? 

Should Sting enter the WWF 
and capture the World title, it 
would also open up 
plenty of possibili- 
ties for the promo- 
tion. The one area 
of the United 
States that the 
WWF has been 
unable to infiltrate 
with any great 
tremendous is the 
Deep South, which 
has always been 
NWA/WCW territo- 
ry. Sting’s populari- 
ty in the region, 
coupled with a 
championship belt 
around his waist, 
could sway some 
long-time WCW 
fans in the direction 
of the WWF. 

“Its obvious 
where WCW has 
gone with its mar- 
keting strategy," 
said former WCW 
U.S. champion 
Barry Windham. 
“They are gearing 
everything around 
Hogan, and with 
very good reason. 
But before Hogan 
showed up, Sting 


was the most popular wrestler in 
the region. He sold a lot of tickets 
and souvenirs. Don’t think that 
would be lost on the suits in the 
WWF.” 

Will we see Sting pinning 
Diesel or Michaels for the WWF 
World title in 1995? Could hap- 
pen. A lot depends on the nature 
of the negotiations between Sting 
and WCW, which are rumored to 
be dragging, but have not reached 
an impasse. The wrestling execu- 
tives at CNN Center should be 
careful. If Sting jumps to the 
WWF, it would only be a matter of 
time before he captures the World 
title. His opponent would recover 
from the loss a lot sooner than 
WCW would. t] 
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The *Stinger's" Scorpion deathlock is amazingly similar to 
Bret Hart's “sharpshooter,” don't you think? What a classic 
match that would be-especially if Bret and Sting were bat- 
tling for the World title! 
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WWF Data Bank 


HEIGHT: 6'10" 

WEIGHT: 503 

HOMETOWN: Harlem, NY 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: WWF 
World tag team (with Mo, 
1994); PWF tag team (with 
Mo, 1992) 

BIGGEST STRENGTH: 
Incredible size 

BIGGEST WEAKNESS: Lack 
of mobility and endurance 
FAVORITE MANEUVER: 
Legdrop 

CLOSEST ALLY: Mo 

MOST HATED OPPONENTS: 
The Smokin’ Gunns 

BIGGEST MATCH: Teamed 
with Mo to beat The 
Quebecers for the WWF World 
tag team title, March 29, 1994 
IMMEDIATE GOAL: Annihilate 
former manager Oscar 
LONG-RANGE GOAL: Regain 
the WWF World tag team title 
and hold it for a long time 

HE SAID IT: “Me and Mo are 
on a new mission. We're 
gonna destroy everybody in 
the WWF!” 
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FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


BOB BACKLUND Ὦ 
ΚΤ, THEN ano nove 


PLU 
MAYIUS PLANS 00 UP INS 


CACTUS PUTS A MAN TO SLEEP fox TR HE DAYS! 
psu IS PHOTO ALBUM 


How could a trip to Japan have made 
HULK HOGAN immune to BIG VAN 
VADER’S power bomb? We'll tell you! ... 
JOHNNY B. BADD isn't through with his 
boxing career. There's a fighter named 
MIKE TYSON, and Johnny B. is talking 
about challenging him ... Would you believe 
us if we said we had IRWIN R. SCHYS- 
TER'S tax return? We think we do! ... Only 
someone like CACTUS JACK could put 
THE SANDMAN to sleep for three days. 
You couldn't imagine what happened when 
he woke up! 


All this—and much more!—in the July 1995 
issue of Sports Review Wrestling 


NOW ON 
SALE! 
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HULK HOGAN is a frustrated man. 
Everywhere he goes, he hears people 
criticizing him. Shortly after SuperBrawl V, 
he declared, "| can't take it anymore!" Read 
why ... Anyone who follows the WWF 
knows VINCE McMAHON'S federation 
isn't what it used to be. We came up with 
10 good ways to revitalize the WWF ... 
SHERRI MARTEL says she loves 
managing HARLEM HEAT; we hear she 
has her eye on her old friend 
RANDY SAVAGE. It could be a case 
of fatal attraction! 


All this—and much more!—in the July 1995 
issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


NOW ON 
SALE! 


Julia Rimas, Miami, FL: “Of 
course he will. I don’t think Sid 
Vicious is the type of guy who 

can put up with Shawn’s arro- 
gance for too long. Sid was 
never one to take orders from 
anybody else, and I really don’t 
think that he'll start doing it 
now. He’s too unpredictable. 

And Shawn is too in love with 
himself to really care about 
how he treats his servants, and 
that’s what Sid will be treated 
like—a servant. 5141] turn 
against Shawn by the end of 
summer.” 

Nick Vevasis, Wilkes-Barre, 
PA: “Sid would be stupid to 

turn against the man that gave 

him a job. Shawn Michaels gave 

Sid a prime spot as his body- 
guard. All Sid has to do is keep 

all of Shawn’s adoring fans and 

all the WWF's fan favorites 
from clawing at his body. His job 
isn’t that hard. The way I see it, Sid 
is now sitting pretty in his new role. 
Hey, if he’s lucky, Shawn will let 
him beat up one or two of his oppo- 
nents after he’s done destroying 
him.” 

April Boyer, Weirton, WV: “Shawn 
should have learned from the last 
time what happens when he tries to 
hire some scrub to watch his back. 
No matter who he hires to protect 
him, that man will just end up crack- 
ing under the pressure of trying to 
guard the hottest wrestler in the 
world. Diesel couldn’t handle it, and 
I highly doubt that Sid will be able 


to, either. Sid will be jealous of 
Shawn as soon as he sees the hoards 
of adoring fans trying to get at 
Shawn.” 

Steve Kerns, Redding, CA: “Sid 
Vicious will definitely turn against 
Shawn Michaels, but it won’t be for 
a while. I think Sid'll put up with 
him for a few months, until Michaels 
starts to trust him. After Sid gains his 
trust, then he'll turn against him. Sid 
needs to do something to re-establish 
himself in the WWF, and an alliance, 
then a feud with the ‘Heartbreak 
Kid’ will do it. Look where it got 
Diesel. He's now the World champi- 
on. Sid will use Michaels." 


*Dg you think Shawn 
Michaels’ new body- 
guard, Sid Vicious, 
will turn against 
him?" 


A lot of fans think Sid Vicious won't be 
able to tolerate Shawn Michaels' arro- 
gance for long. A few hope to see him 
turn against Michaels and help Diesel 
make Shawn’s life miserable. 
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Marcus Brooks, Nashville, TN: 
*Shawn Michaels made a big mistake 
by hiring Sid Vicious as his new 
bodyguard. Sid is a gutless punk who 
is afraid of any real fighting. Ask any 
intelligent fan. Sid held the USWA 
belt for a few months, and he ducked 
a lot of challengers because he was 
afraid he'd lose his belt. Other times, 
he got himself disqualified. There 
had to be a dozen real men out there 
Michaels could've picked that 
wouldn't have ducked a real fight." 
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Rose Young, Tempe, AZ: “I think the 
whole situation is hopeless. Why does 
Shawn Michaels need a bodyguard? 
He should watch his own back. What 
he needs more than a bodyguard is a 
psychologist to help him work with 
his problems. Sid must have been 
hurting for a job if he took that one. It 
just goes to prove that Sid Vicious 
isn’t a great wrestler. Sid’s better off 
as a lackey! He should consider him- 
self lucky Shawn picked him. He 
won't turn against him.” 

Linda Devon, Westfield, MA: 
"Shawn Michaels did Sid Vicious a 
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favor by hiring him as his bodyguard. 
Sid's career was going nowhere fast 
in the USWA, where he was a cow- 
ardly champion. Now Sid will be in 
the spotlight as the hired hand of a 
true wrestling champion. Maybe he'll 
learn a little something about 
wrestling and being a champion. At 
the very least, he'll be able to scout 
all the WWF's best wrestlers. Then 
he'll be prepared if he does decide to 
wrestle!” 


Helena Le Croix, Laval, Quebec: 
“Sid must be out of his mind to go to 
work for that egotistical Shawn 


Could Sid be following in the footsteps 
of Diesel and using his position as a 
bodyguard to scout opponents and 
climb the ladder of success in the WWF 
himself? A few readers say yes. 


Michaels. Michaels will just use Sid 
to help him cheat to win matches. 
There is no other reason why Shawn 
would want him. He has always need- 
ed someone to help him further his 
career. He needed Diesel to help him 
keep the Intercontinental belt, and 
now he ueeds another bodyguard to 
help him beat Diesel. Sid will turn 
against him very soon, and I won’t 
blame him!” 

Gary Spencer, Cheyenne, WY: 
“Shawn must really think that he is 
the greatest thing in the world. Why 
else would he think that he needs to 
get a bodyguard that is much bigger 
than he is? I think that if Sid was 
smart, he’d leave Shawn in the dust, 
form a tag team with Diesel, and rid 
the WWF of that blowhard for good. 
The ‘Heartbreak Kid’ needs to get his 
huge ego deflated, and I believe that 
Sid and Diesel would be the perfect 
tag team to do it!” L] 


Vicious' six-month reign as USWA 
champion, during which he often strug- 
gled against the likes of Tatanka, didn't 
impress that many people. Some say 
Sid is lucky Michaels gave him a job. 
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_ SMOKY MOUNT AIN For period ending March 9, ες 


RANKING M c 12-] THE SKINNY - 
1. Bobby Blaze + ] ] From mid-carder to champ 
2. Buddy Landell = ] Second-rate “Nature Boy” 
3. Tony Anthony - 13 ] Lent Bobby a hand 
4. Boo Bradley + 3 4 Bid Candido farewell 
5. Dan Severn * ] 5 NWA’s main man 
6. Tracey Smothers 13 ] Slipping fast 
7. Al Snow = ] 7 "Simply Sensational” 
8. Unibomb - ] 8 “Bombing” in tags 
9. Rick Morton - 4 4 Keeps rockin’ and rollin’ 
10. D-Lo Brown + ] 10 Better as security guard 
MM. UN SR EE ον 
RANKING M [4] ~12- [ THE SKINNY 
1. Bill Dundee + 2 ] He’s king now 
2. Brian Christopher + 28 2 Does he hate everyone? 
3. Jerry Lawler - 55 ] Struggling royally 
4. Gorgeous George Ill + ] 4 Is he serious? 
5. Tommy Rich = 3 5 Always tough 
6. Spellbinder = 5 5 Magic isn't enough 
7. Reggie B. Fine + ] 7 Doing fine, thanks 
8. Doug Basham - 3 8 Getting better 
9. Doug Gilbert = 6 2 Dealing with tragedy 
10. Scott Studd ] 10 Studd or dud? 
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M-momentum; Cl=consecutive issues in ratings; 12-1-12-issue high 


AAA: AAA champion— Perro Aguayo; 1—Konnan; 2—Octagon; 3—E Hijo del Santo; 4—41a Parka; 5— Rey Misterio Jr; 6— 
Eddy Guerrero; 7— Blue Panther; 8—Miguel Perez Jr.; 9—Psicosis; 10— Cien Caras. 


ECW: ECW champion— Shane Douglas; |—Marty Jannetty; 2—Hector Guerrero; 3—Sabu; 4— Cactus Jack; 5— Deon 
Malenko; &— Chris Benoit; 7—lan Rotten; 8—2 Cold Scorpio; 9—Tasmaniot; 10— Tommy Dreamer. 


MTW: MTW champion—Bruiser Bedlam; 1—Dan Severn; 2---41. Lightning; 3—Rock Stevens; 4— Machine Gun Kelly: 5— 
Seon Casey; 6— Denny Kass; 7— Bobo Brazil Jr.; 8— Chris Carter; 9—Al Snow; 10— Scott Summers. 


PWE: PWE champion —Terty Austin; 1---οΐαῃ Stallion; 2—Austin ο Sedge; 4— Emilio laco; 5— Chris 
Hamrick; 6— Texas Outlaw; 7— Star Ryder; 8— Too Hott Thomas; 9— Tyrone Knox; 10— Chief Jay Eagle. 


WWA: WWA champion—Hlikolai Volkoff; 1— Pau! White; 2—Frank Finnegan; 3— Gus the Greek; 4—Akita Kaos; 5—Jim 
McPherson; 6—East LA; 7—John Rotten; 8—Jason Headings; 9— Scott the Body: 10—Ed Atlas. 
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BOBBY 
BLAZE 


The youngster from Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, pulled 
off a spectacular upset when 
he defeated Jerry “The King” 
Lawler for the Smoky 
Mountain heavyweight belt 
in Knoxville, Tennessee. Of 
course, it helped that Buddy 
Landell's constant meddling 
distracted Lawler and al- 
lowed Blaze to score the pin 
with a rollup. That doesn’t 
mean it wasn’t a tremen- 
dous accomplishment for a 
man who had been an SMW 
mid-carder up until that glori- 
ous day in February. 

What's even remarkable 
is that Blaze, who had sub- 
stituted for an injured Tony 
Anthony in the match a- 
gainst Lawler, successfully 
defended the belt against 
Landell immediately after 
pinning Lawler. Anthony's 
interference helped him a lot 
in that match. 

When all was said and 
done, Blaze won three 
matches that day. (He 
pinned Bryan Logan on the 
opening match on the card.) 
He said that he will be a 
fighting champion in SMW. 
And we believe him. 
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So many of you have written to 
tell us that you'd love to 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly, but that it 
was a hit too costly. Well, we've 
responded to your input, 
changed the format just a bit, 
and have cut the price by just 
about a third! 


STILL PACKED WITH INFORMATION! WONT RETURN 
Each weekly issue still contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming T LEAVES WWE, SAYS HE 
cards, ratings, transactions, and a comprehensive compilation of match results! You pore RAWL 
get all this—each and every week!—in a format that keeps you on top of today’s RSON INJURED IN HOTEL B 
wrestling news today! VICIOUS & ANDE 

n 
FIRST WITH THE NEWS! ARGES AGAINST LAWLER DROPED? 


New efforts have been made to get PWI Weekly to you earlier than ever so all the 
news is as fresh as can be. With the exception of holidays, PWI Weekly will be placed 
in the U.S. mail for first-class delivery each Wednesday morning, so you'll be the first 
to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the major controversies, and 
the triumphs and tragedies that occurred throughout the wrestling world that previous 
week. 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll 
send you a copy of PWI Weekly hot off the press! We're certain that once you see all 
the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to become a 
subscriber. (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 
* 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 
* 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off the cover price 
* 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 
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the most illogical occurrences of recent times took 

place on February 26 in Knoxville, Tennessee, 
when Bobby Blaze won the SMW heavyweight title 
from Jerry “The King” Lawler. 

In dropping one of the most shocking decisions of 
his career, Lawler commented that Blaze “wrestled 
loose and got lucky. That's all there is to it.” 

But opponents have been getting lucky against 
Lawler a little too often in the last year or so, and 
some insiders are suggesting that “The King” is slow- 


| N A SPORT in which anything can happen, one of 


Bobby Blaze (above) took advantage of a 
strange series of events to upset Jerry Lawler 
(right) for the Smoky Mountain heavyweight 
title. Blaze, who had been an SMW mid-carder, 
won two other matches on the same card! 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


ing down. In the USWA, Lawler 
lost the heavyweight title by for- 
feit to Sid Vicious last summer 
and couldn’t regain it until 
February of 1995. It was the first 
time in recent memory that 
Lawler had that difficult a time 
regaining the USWA title. Two 
weeks later, he lost it to Bill 
Dundee after J.C. Ice distracted 
him. 

Lawler lost the SMW belt to a 
man who, up until a few weeks 
prior to the match, was a mid- 
card wrestler in SMW. Blaze was 
filling in for “Dirty White Boy” 
Tony Anthony, the former 
champion who was injured by 
Buddy Landell on his way to the 
ring that day. Blaze took a 
pounding from Lawler until 
Landell again got involved and 
inadvertently distracted “The 


INDEPENDENTS 


King,” who was subsequently pinned. He then 
immediately turned back the challenge of Landell, 
who had signed to face the winner of the first cham- 
pionship match. That meant Blaze actually won 
three matches that day (He pinned Bryan Logan in 
the opening match on the card). 

“This is the greatest day of my life,” Blaze said. 
“But I’m not willing to rest on just these wins. I’m in 
this sport because | think I’m pretty damn good, and | 
intend to prove to everyone that my victory for the 
belt was no fluke. I’m a real champion.” 

Blood poured down Blaze’s forehead and cheeks 
as he addressed reporters after the third match. 
Anthony, who interfered on Blaze’s behalf against 
Landell, called the victory “one for the underdog.” 

Chris Candido exited from Smoky Mountain 
Wrestling after dropping a loser-leaves-town dog-col- 
lar match to Boo Bradley on the same card in 
Knoxville. He was pinned after Tamara Murphy 
Fytch’s interference backfired. Candido initially 
refused to leave the ring, but changed his mind after 
a few policemen showed up and provided him with 
an escort. It was a lousy weekend for Candido, who 
lost the NWA title to Dan Severn two days earlier. 

Extreme Championship Wrestling became more 
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Chris Candido (left) isn't a happy man these days. He lost a 
loser-leaves-town match in SMW to his former tag team part- 
ner Boo Bradley. Two days earlier, he lost the NWA title to Dan 
Severn (below). 


extreme when Terry Funk returned to the federation 
in late-February. Funk, the former ECW champion, 
said he wouldn't mind taking a few more shots at 
Sabu. But his first order of business will involve chal- 
lenging ECW heavyweight champ Shane Douglas, 
who saved Cactus Jack from a terrible beating at 
the hands of Funk and The Sandman. Douglas beat 
up on Funk in the process. 

Al Snow, who took Sabu to the limit in several 
matches last year, is now wrestling in SMW and 
billing himself as "Simply Sensational" Al Snow. Yes, 
he's a rulebreaker, and no, Snow doesn't care what 
you think. He's teaming with Unibomb in an effort to 
win the SMW tag title from The Rock 'n' Roll 
Express. 

How the mighty have fallen! Former WWF 
Intercontinental champion Marty Jannetty spent 
most of February trying to convince promoters to give 
him a rematch against Shane Douglas, who beat 
Jannetty in their first match. 
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“The crybaby oughta just shut up and go home,” 
said Douglas. “I’ve got better things to do with my 
time than waste it wrestling a loser." 

"Douglas isn't half the man | am," countered 
Jannetty. "There's no doubt in my mind Douglas got 
lucky in that match. There's no way he can beat me 
on an even table." 


"He's yesterday's news," responded Douglas. 

"We'll think about a rematch,” said ECW President 
Tod Gordon. 

For those of you who are wondering how to tell the 
independent wrestlers without a program, here's a 
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few tips, courtesy of "Independent 
Newsline": 

1. If you attend a USWA card, save 
that program. You'll be able to use it at 
an SMW card. 

2. If you attend an SMW card, save 
that program. You'll be able to use it at 
a USWA card. 

3. Jerry Lawler, Buddy Landell, 2 
Cold Scorpio, Terry Funk, and Marty 
Jannetty are everywhere. 

4. And, finally, USWA, SMW, and 
ECW wrestlers are practically inter- 
changeable. Everybody goes every- 
where, anybody might show up any- 
where. Maybe they should consolidate 
them into one large federation: the 
USSMECWA. 

Mongolian Stomper wasn't too 
happy after he got stripped of the 
United Atlantic Wrestling heavyweight 
title. UAW Commissioner Rusty 
Roberts busted Stomper after he inter- 
fered in a match between Paul Ray 
and Stan Lee. The belt was given to 
number-one contender Tim Horner. 
Stomper has threatened to never again 
wrestle in the UAW if officials don't 
reinstate him as champion soon. 

| don't blame him. What does Paul 
Ray.vs. Stan Lee have to do with the 
UAW belt? Nothing. Rusty Roberts 
stomped on the rules, and Stomper, 
while guilty of an offense, was victim- 
ized. In this case, the punishment far 
exceeded the crime. 

lan and Ax! Rotten are entertaining 
ECW fans with one of the bloodiest 
feuds ever seen. The blood brothers are 
bloodying each other with fists, foreign objects, base- 
ball bats, and barbed wire. Of course, barbed wire. 

Anyone who thinks Bret vs. Owen Hart or Kevin 
vs. Dave Sullivan are the hottest brother feuds in 
wrestling has another think coming. It's lan and Axl 
by a mile! 

"We're thinking of banning their matches," said 
Gordon. "Actually, we were thinking about it and 
decided otherwise. The fans would revolt!" 

It's great to see wrestling's officials thinking with a 
clear mind. 

Until next time, take time out to enjoy an indy. C 
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THEA ToT RETURNS 


Live FROM THE ATLANTIC CITY — CENTER 


CALL YOUR LOCAL 
CABLE COMPANY TO ORDER 
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ES This is how Eddie Gilbert looked in 1979, 
just a few years after he turned pro. His 
Í body was well-toned, and he always had a 
smile on his face. He truly loved what he 
was doing. 
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close to 20 years 
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By Bill Apter 
HE YEAR WAS 1974. | was 
| trying to concentrate on 
photographing a match in 
Memphis, but | was having a 
difficult time. Someone was 
repeatedly tapping me on the 
shoulder. 

“Mr. Apter, sir,” the kid said. 
“πι Eddie Gilbert.” 

This was the kid who had been 
sending me match results from 
this area for some time, | soon 
realized. He also just happened to 
be the son of wrestler Tommy 
Gilbert, who was wrestling on that 
night's card. 

| told Eddie | would talk to him 
right after | finished shooting that 
particular match. He waited near 
' the dressing room doors. When 
the match was over, | approached 
him, and he shook my hand. 

“Mr. Apter, it’s a pleasure 
meeting you,” he said. We spoke 
for a few minutes, and Eddie 
added, "| have lots of ideas for 
stories, and | would love to send 
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This is not merely an Eddie Gilbert 
career retrospective. It's a collection 
of memories from someone who 
had known Gilbert very well for 
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— ΓΗ 
— pest Abe 


them to you.” 

And send them he did. You 
know, I'll never forget those words 
from that smiling kid named Eddie 
Gilbert. | still can vividly recall the 
gleam he had in his eyes as he 
explained some of the story 
ideas. | left Memphis with a real 
good feeling about this youngster. 
Somewhere down the road, | 
thought, he’s going to make his 
mark in this business. 

Eddie kept sending those 
match results and calling me on a 
very regular basis. Many times he 
included photos of his father and 
some of his other favorite 
wrestlers when he mailed in his 
match reports. He was a huge 
Jerry Lawler fan and tried to 
emulate him in every way. (Who 
would have figured that, more 
than a decade later, he’d try to 
run Lawler down with his car!) 

Eddie and | got to know each 
other well. Soon | was no longer 
“Mr. Apter’ to him; | was just Bill. 
We talked wrestling and shared 


p 
Eddie was an avid reader of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated and the rest of the London 
Publishing wrestling magazines hoth 
before and after he was wrestling 


professionally. 


another love: doing impressions 
of wrestlers. Terry Funk was our 
favorite. We both did a pretty 
good Richard Nixon, too. 

A few years later, a telephone 
call | had expected for a long time 
came. 

“Bill, I’m going to turn pro!" 
Eddie shouted. It was a logical 
transition in his life. | could picture 
his eyes sparkling again. You 
must have heard the old cliche 
"So-and-so takes to whatever like 
a duck takes to water." Well, 
Eddie Gilbert took to the ring like 

. well, you know the rest. 
Whether it was in a singles match 
or in a tag team bout with his dad, 
Ricky Morton, or Tommy Rich as 
his partner, Eddie Gilbert became 
a top-notch pro in a hurry. Jerry 
Jarrett, a long-time promoter in 
Memphis, was glad to be booking 
Eddie for matches because the 
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crowds loved him. 

It wasn’t long before the WWF 
came calling. | saw a lot of 
Eddie’s WWF matches and was 


happy to see that he didn’t 
change after spending time with 
the sport’s big stars. It was also 
refreshing to see Bob Backlund 
and others help Eddie. He was 
really making it, and | was thrilled 
to see that. 

During the next few years, | got 
calls from Eddie when he 
wrestled as far away as Puerto 
Rico or as close as New Jersey. 
He was becoming an international 
star. He was on the road a lot ... 
and he loved it. 

One of the great things about 
Eddie was that he always 
contacted me to tell me when 
something important happened. 
And he always started a con- 
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versation with his Terry Funk 
impression. | still tried to better 
him. He called when he married 
Terrie Dykes. He called when he 


married Missy Hyatt. He called 
when he married Madusa Miceli. 
Sadly, none of those marriages 
lasted. The truth was that he was 
married to his career. 

He also let me know when his 
brother, Doug, turned pro, making 
sure we would give him the same 
publicity we gave him when he 
started out. 

Eddie moved to Philadelphia in 
1993, coincidentally, at about the 
same | did. He was wrestling in 
ECW and also had a hand in 
signing some of the superstars 
you see in that promotion today. 
He called a few times, and | saw 
him at some of the shows, 20but 
he seemed different. It looked to 
me like the traveling and the 
partying that is a big part of this 
business had taken its toll on him. 

A short time later, Eddie left 
ECW. He wrestled in a few 
independents, but | didn’t see 
much of that old enthusiasm. He 
was always a creative person, 
and | don’t think he had an outlet 
for his creativity. 
In 1979, 17-year-old Eddie presented Jerry 
Lawler, one of his boyhood idols, with the 
Wrestling Fans International Association 
Wrestler of the Year Award (left). Nine years 
later, Eddie, Doug, and Tommy Gilbert, and 


Missy Hyatt despised Lawler and even took to 
burning pictures of him (below). 
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| saw Eddie wrestle for the last 
time at an NWA card in New 
Jersey last November. We did our 
Terry Funk impressions, laughed 
a lot, and he told me he was 
doing a radio show in Tennessee. 
Finally, he had found his creative 
outlet. Eddie wrestled two wild 
matches that night, one against 
Johnny Gunn, another against 


Even when he was injured, 
Eddie loved to joke around. In 
this picture, taken in 1982, 
Sal Bellomo and Bill Apter 


made light of the fact that 
Gilbert had received quite a 
Shiner in a match against Curt 
Hennig. 


running around trying 
to get wrestlers to 
pose for me in the 
dressing room, | 
| glanced to the side, 
and there, looking 
great, stood Eddie, 
dressed in a suit and 
tie, along with his dad, 
Tommy, whom | hadn't 
seen in years. We 
hugged, caught up on 

some old times, but 
| soon it was time for 
me to go back to work. 

“Bill, I’m going to 
start wrestling in the 
WWC in Puerto Rico 
starting next week,” 
Eddie said. That gleam 
was back. 

We exchanged tele- 
4 phone numbers again, 
-4 and he promised he 
would call when he 
settled in Puerto Rico. | 
never heard from him 
again. 

A few weeks later, a 
phone call | never 
expected came. Sam 
Lowe, a photographer 
and a friend of both 
Eddie and myself, 
called with the news 


This was one of the last photos Eddie had : : 
>) taken with his father, Tommy. They stopped by that Eddie had died 
some of the dressing rooms at WCW’s from a massive heart 
Sc Eee GALEA attack. | had heard all 


Eddie moved on to Puerto Rico, where he died 


in February. 


Tracey Smoihers. It 
had been a long time 
since | had seen him 
wrestle that well. It 
looked like things were 
coming together for him again. 
The last time | saw Eddie was 
at WCW's Starrcade ’94. As | was 


Eddie thought a lot of Terry Funk, though 
he did have a series of violent, bloody 
matches against him. He also did a very 


good impression of Funk. 


Summer/ 1995 


the stories about 
Eddie's excessive 
partying and his getting mixed in 
with the wrong crowd at times, but 
| didn't expect this. 

What a shock, and what a 
shame. He was only 33 years old. 

Eddie, | never told you, but 
your Terry Funk impression was 
better than mine. O 
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Independent Data Bank 


HEIGHT: 57" 

WEIGHT: 219 

HOMETOWN: Melbourne, Australia 
MAJOR TITLES HELD: USWA heavy- 
weight (1995-present). USWA Southern 
(1991. 1990 twice, 1989);CWA 
International (1987 twice, 1986); CWA 
heavyweight (1980); Southern tag team 
(with Dutch Mantel, 1985; with Steve 
Keim, 1981, 1982; with Troy Graham, 
1980, 1981; with Robert Gibson, 1979; 
with Jerry Lawler, 1978) 

BIGGEST STRENGTH: International 
experience 

BIGGEST WEAKNESS: Lack of size 
FAVORITE MANEUVER: 

European uppercut 

CLOSEST ALLY: J.C. Ice (his son) 
MOST HATED OPPONENT: 

Jerry Lawler 

BIGGEST MATCH: Beat Jerry Lawler 
for the USWA heavyweight title, 
February 25, 1995 

IMMEDIATE GOAL: Continue to 
dominate the USWA 

LONG-RANGE GOAL: Humiliate 
Lawler in the USWA and the WWF 

HE SAID IT: “I'm the only wrestler who 


deserves to be called ‘King.” D U fis D m s 
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